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Burundi 


Burundi: Military Court Frees Major 1993 Coup 
Suspects 

EA0803194996 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 8 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} There was a public hearing 
at the military court this morning. The court was hearing 
the case of Niyingaba and company, who are accused 
of endangering internal state security [in an attempted 
coup in 1993], as well as the case of Deo Bugegene 
who is accused of desertion. 


Concerning the Niyingaba case, the military court or- 
dered the military adjudicating officer to issue warrants 
for the immediate release of the suspects in accordance 
with the amnesty laws from which they should have 
benefited but were, instead, sidelined. 


Presumed responsible for the abortive coup of 3 July 
1993 [against elected Hutu President Melchior Ndadaye 
who was killed in a subsequent coup attempt in October 
1993}, Lieutenant Colonel Sylvestre Niyingaba and 
company should have benefited from the amnesty of 
9 September 1993 [deciared by Ndadaye], according to 
the order of the constitutional court which declared the 
said amnesty unconstitutional for not covering everyone 
in the entire period before 9 September 1993. 


At the last public hearing of the case on 14 February, 
the defense for Lieutenant Colonel Sylvestre Niyingaba 
and company had called for the implementation of the 
constitutional court's order. The military court then took 
on the case for deliberation. 


So this morning, the military court issued its ruling. 
It ordered the military adjudicating officer to issue 
an immediate release warrant for Lieutenant Colonel 
Sylvetre Niyingaba, Major Busokoza [a suspect in the 
October 1993 assassination of Ndadaye and as such 
could not be covered by the September amnesty], 
Major Rumbete as well as Commandant Ntakiyica, 
Captains Bucumi, Nintunze and Barayandema and first 
quartermaster sergeant Simbananiye. 


According to the constitutional court's order, the 
amnesty law covers offenses up to 9 September 1993. 
[passage omitted] 


Burundi: President Denies Army Holds Sway Over 
Government 


LD0903112296 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 9 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Burundi President Sylvestre 
Nuibantunganya, who is on a visit to Prance, has 
repeated that his country is not a testing ground. For 
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him, the situation in Burundi is more encouraging than 
before. We are coming out of the cycle of confrontation, 
he said. | am not a hostage of the army, the Burundi 
president added. 


Cameroon 


Cameroon: President Biya Weicomes UN Inquiry 
Into Bakassi Dispute 


AB0903 163396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 8 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt} There have been new de- 
velopments in the Bakassi Peninsula dispute between 
Cameroon and Nigeria. The Yaounde authorities today 
said they welcome the sending of a UN Security Coun- 
cil inquiry mission to the region, Francis Amalax has 
the report: 


{[Amalax}] Cameroonian President Paul Biya 1s pleased 
that a UN mission will be sent to the Bakassi Penin- 
sula without delay. In response to the request by the 
chairman of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) at 
The Hague, he expressed his country’s willingness to 
cooperate on the matter and stressed his determination 
to work toward a peaceful resolution of the dispute 
in line with the UN Charter and principles. The ICJ 
had recommended the sending of a UN mission and 
urged the OAU to follow up on the dispute. This has 
been welcomed by Cameroon. President Biya stated that 
Cameroon remains committed to the principle of invio- 
lability of borders laid down during the colonial period 
and which has been established by the OAU Charter. 
[passage omitted] 


Cameroon and Nigeria today blamed each other once 
again at the ICJ for the clashes on the Bakassi Peninsula 
at the beginning of February. According to the Nigerian 
media, four people died and 13 others were wounded 
during the clashes. The Cameroonian radio reported that 
one person died from each side. Cameroonian Justice 
Minister Douala Moutome once again urged the ICJ not 
to allow Nigeria to make it a principle of using force 
and violence in the dispute. He also pointed out the risk 
of xenophobia and racism that this could create should 
the situation detenorate. 


It must be recalled that the Bakass: Peninsula was 
officially recognized as an integral part of the Cameroon 
territory during the decolonization period, and elections 
have regularly been held there since that ume. The 
justice minister once again stressed the senousness of 
the situation and urged the ICJ to use its authority 
to contribute toward a rapid solution of the dispute 
[passage omitted] 


is report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination] 
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Chad 


Chad: Referendum Set For 31 Mar; Government, 
Parties Pen Protocol 


AB1003183196 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1215 GMT 10 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Chad is heading for elections, 
beginning with a referendum on the Constitution slated 
for 31 March. The authorities and the signatory polit- 
ical forces to the Pranceville Declaration are working 
to ensure that security and transparency are guaranteed 
during the next elections. To this end, the Chadian Gov- 
ernment and the 13 signatory political parties to the 
Franceville Declaration signed a protocol in Ndjamena 
yesterday. Under the provocol, the government and the 
political parties ratified the provisions of the Franceville 
Declaration on the cease-fire in Chad. They also agreed 
to set up a special force which will assist the Indepen- 
dent National Electoral Commission to ensure security 
during the presidential elections, which might be held 
in June, and the parliamentary elections scheduled to be 
held between October and November. 


The government and the political parties appealed 
for assistance from the Sparrow Hawk Operation, the 
agreement under which French soldiers are positioned 
in Chad, and logistics from donor countries to enable 
the special force to see its mission through. The special 
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force will be made up of gendarmes, the police, the 
National Guard, and National Army regiments. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Army Hassles Opposition Members, Detains 
Tshisekedi 


BRO803162896 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 8 Mar 96 p6 


{Unattributed report: "Tshisekedi Detained" ] 


(FBIS Translated Text) Etienne Tshisekedi, leader of 
the Union for Democracy and Social Progress (UDPS, 
the radical opposition), was detained for over an hour 
at the People’s Palace in Kinshasa, the headquarters of 
the transitional parliameni, Justine Kasa-Vvbu, national 
secretary for UDPS foreign relations, announced on 
Thursday [7 March] in a statement released in Brussels. 
While thousands of soldiers patrolled the courtyard 
of the People’s Palace, armed men and uniformed 
soldiers burst into a room containing members of the 
radical opposition, firing their weapons and hitting the 
people present, about 50 of whom were ‘seriously 
injured" according to Mrs. Kasa-Vubu. She added 
that Tshisekedi only escaped with his life “due to a 
spontaneous reaction by the population calling for his 
unconditional release.” 


yok hdd nf pe Copying and dissemination 
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Kenya 
Kenya: Ruling Party KANU Rejects U.S. Rights 
Abuse Allegations 


EA0803 160296 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] KANU [Kenya African Na- 
tional Union, ruling party) has strongly denied allega- 
tions in which the Republic of Kenya was accused of 
flagrant violation of human rights during the past year 
by the U.S. State Department. 


In a strongly worded rejoinder signed by the party's 
secretary-general, Mr. Joseph Kamotho, the party re- 
minded the U.S. that Kenya is a free, independent, and 
sovereign state which is not about to yield to unwar- 
ranted external interference in its internal affairs. Mr. 
Kamotho said this was a prerogative of Kenya citizens. 


The KANU statement was in response to a news item 
appearing in a section of the local press yesterday 
attributed to the State Department of the U.S. in which 
Kenya was falsely accused and maliciously censured 
for alleged flagrant violation of human rights during the 
past year. In the 28-page report, Kenya police was also 
falsely accused of committing extrajudicial killings and 
torture of detainees, among other things. 


Mr. Kamotho said that the timing of the report was 
calculated to gain extra mileage for the local opposition 
whose fortunes have been dwindling with every passing 
day to the chagrin of the Western financial backers, 
especially those based in the U.S. 


Somalia 


Somalia: Gunmen Murder Peace Activist Critical 
of Warlords 


AB1003125396 Paris AFP in English 
0941 GMT 10 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, March 10 (AFP) 
— Gunmen shot dead a Somali peace activist and ardent 
critic of the country’s warlords in south Mogadishu 
overnight, his relatives said Sunday. 


Elman Ali Ahmed, 42, had said recently that he had had 
disagreements with security officials in Mohamed Farah 
Aidid’s self-proclaimed “government” and that his life 


was in danger. 

Ahmed, an electrician best known here for his Rasta- 
farian dreadlocks, was making arrangements to leave 
Somalia next week, probably to join his wife and three 
children who live in the Netherlands. 


He was known to many foreign journalists who covered 
the United Nations’ military intervention in Somalia 
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between 1992 and 1993 because he occasionally helped 
them to repair faulty telecommunications equipment. 


Ahmed also ran a technical school for Mogadishu's 
orphaned children and founded a football club for them. 


Uganda 


Uganda: LRA Rebels Kill 15 in Kitgum District 


EA0803161696 Kampala NEW VISION in English 
& Mar 96 pl 


[By Emmy Allio: "15 Killed in Kitgum Kony Raid"] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Seven women and three 
children were among the 15 people killed when [Joseph] 
Kony [Lord's Resistance Army — LRA] rebels entered 
Kitgum district [northern Uganda] yesterday. They were 
killed after the rebels overran a home guard unit in Arua 
county. The dead included one UPDF [Uganda People’s 
Defense Forces] soldier, two home guards and two 
civilians. [passage omitted] Security sources in Gulu 
[northwestern Uganda] yesterday confirmed the incident 
and said the army was pursuing the rebels. 


Lacekocot, 40 miles east of Gulu town was attacked at 
around 0600 a.m. yesterday. [passage omitted] Security 
sources said the rebel group that hit Lacekocot broke 
away last week from the main group led by Kony at 
River Unyama near Atiak in Kilak county. The group 
is believed to have crossed Palaro in Aswa county 
and Piabona and “disappeard” around Omelkuru. They 
are suspected to have crossed River Aswa and hidden 
somewhere in Aswa Ranch. 


Sources said yesterday's attack was meant to divert the 
army from further pursuing of the main rebel group led 
by Kony [and] believed to be at [the] Koch Goma areas 
in Nwoya county. [passage omitted] 


Uganda: Government Forces Counter LRA 
Ambush; Minister Interviewed 


AB1003182396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 9 Mar 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Lord's Resistance Army 
[LRA] rebels in northern Uganda, who made a reappear- 
ance last month, may be reportedly on their last legs but 
they are certainly not finished. Just as there were claims 
that their numbers had dwindled drastically, that they 
were exhausted, and that many were ready to quit, the 
rebels have launched their biggest yet in this campaign. 
They ambushed a convoy with a military escort yes- 
terday morning on the Karuma-Paquach road, about 80 
km southwest of Gulu, leaving a lot of people dead and 


8 report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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injured. On the line to Kampala, Jumbe ()mari Jumbe 
asked the defense minister, Amama Mbabazi, what his 
information was about what happened: 


(Begin recording] (Mbabazi] This attack took pla.e at 
11:30 in the morning and it involved a convoy of 17 
vehicles. All of them were attacked, 21 people were 
killed on the spot, (267) seriously injured, and about 50 
abducted. The Uganda People’s Defense Force managed 
to rescue 242 of the travelers anJ.... [Mbabazi pauses] 
but by then, 11 of the 17 vehicles had already been 
burned. So, that’s what happened. 


{[Jumbe] Where are these rebels at the moment? 


(Mbabazi] They moved after the attack. They moved 
toward an area called Port Goma and our troops are on 
their heels. I can’t say exactly where they are [word 
indistinct] for the moment. 


[Jumbo] Were there any casualties among the Ugandan 
Army? 


(Mbabazi] Yes, you see, the problem was that that con- 
voy was not adequately protected. They were over- 
whelmed by the number that attacked. The ambush con- 
sisted of something like 200 bandits. So yes, | don’t 
have the exact figure of.... [pauses] the number of our 
soldiers who were killed but they were about 10. 


[Jumbe] Now, there are reports that actually the rebels 
are around Gulu town, | mean, about 4 to § km. Would 
you confirm these reports? 


[Mbabazi] No, that's not true. You see, when they 
entered, they entered in two groups. The first group was 
roughly about 500 and the second group about 200 and 
since then our troops have engaged them and they've 
broken into smaller groups — well, groups of 20, 30, 
you know. So, they are roaming in the two counties 
of (Norya) and (Kilak) and they have.... [pauses] | 
wouldn't say that they are anywhere near Gulu town 
as such. 


(Jumbe] Somebody would say something, somewhere 
in the Army must be seriously wrong because it seems 
the Army is unable to contain this latest onslaught by 
the rebels since it started. What are the problems really? 


(Mbabazi]} Well, I'm not sure that we would agree with 
that statement. First, of all, | think there was a problem 
yesterday when they attacked the convoy. Obviously, 
there was a failure on the part of our intelligence 
gathering but generally speaking, the Army has been 
doing very well. Out of the 700 that entered, more than 
300 have either been killed, captured, surrendered, or 
injured — they are casualties. That's a very high rate 
of loss on the part of the rebels and I wouldn't say the 
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Army is doing badly at all. In fact, they are doing very 
well. [end recording] 


Uganda: President Reacts to Ambush, Seeks To 
‘Wipe Out’ Rebels 

EA1103114896 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1900 GMT 10 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} President Yower Museveni 
has expressed shock and sadness about the tragic loss 
of lives and injuries inflictéd on civilians by [Joseph] 
Kony bandits on Friday [8 March] when they attacked 
a convoy of vehicles on the Karuma-Pakwach road. 


In a statement issued from State House this evening, the 
president said senseless and barbaric acts on innocent 
people is further proof of the type of suffering Kony 
and his group are determined to inflict on the people of 
Uganda. 


In the statement, the president assured the families, 
relatives, and friends of those who lost their lives and 
those who were injured in the ambush that the NRM 
[National Resistance Movement] government is totally 
committed to eradicating banditry in the north of our 
country. He said government's resolve to do this will 
not slacken and the Armed Forces will not rest until 
banditry activities are totally wiped out and there is 
complete peace in the entire country. 


President Museveni paid his deepest condolences to the 
families and relatives of the victims, to those who were 
injured, and to the entire nation on this tragedy whose 
inhumanity is beyond comprehension. The president 
said the tragedy should unite us all in our determination 
to wipe out the perpetrators of this act. 


Uganda: Former President's Condition Worsens 


EA1 103113896 Kampala THE SUNDAY VISION 
in English 10 Mar 96 pl 


[By Tolit Olwor-Atya] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Former head of state, Gen- 
eral Tito Okello Lutwa’s condition is reported to have 
further deteriorated since he was admitted to Nsambya 
Hospital on Wednesday (6 March] in critical condition. 


A senior nursing sister at the hospital, who declined to 
be named, told “The Sunday Vision’ that the General's 
condition had worsened, forcing the hospital to transfer 
him to the intensive care unit. [passage omitted] 


Okello is also still reported to be unconscious and on a 
drip in the hospital's private wing. Security around him 
at the hospital 1s also said to have been strengthened 
and only selected relatives and friends are allowed to 
visit him. [passage omitted] 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Group Urges Mandela To Mediate in 
U.S.-Cuba Dilemma 


MBO0803185096 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 8 Mar 96 p8 


{Report by Maxwell Pirikisi] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Southern African-Cuba 
Conference Co- ordinating Committee (SACCCC) has 
appealed to President Neilson Mandela to mediate in the 
American-Cuban crisis. 


Reminding Mandela of his acknowledgement of “those 
who contributed to the South African people's libera- 
tion”, the SACCCC asks him to use his renowned in- 
fluence in what could be a South African-led initiative 
to halt accusations [words indistinct] Mandela said he 
was indebted to the Cuban people for their selfless con- 
tribution to the anti-colonial and anti-apartheid struggle 
in southern Africa. 


At the time, Mandela noted the majority of South 
Africans rejected an approach to foreign relations nur- 
tured on “cold war nostalgia” and the American idea 
that Cuba should be starved into submission to United 
States demands. 


South Africa was one of the 101 countries which voted 
against the US-led blockade on Cuba in the United 
Nations General Assembly last year. 


Among other things, SACCCC told NEW Nation that 
they would seek to: 


— provide accurate and analytical information on Cuba 
SO as to dispel the myths that have been propagated in 
South Africa; 


— to strengthen relations between Cuba and South 
Africa; 


— to express South Africa's gratitude to Cuba for the 
decisive role it played in the history of southern Africa; 


— to give a concrete expression to the large support for 
Cuba in South Africa and the region; and 


— to oppose the illegal and immoral blockade of Cuba 
by the United States of America and support the struggle 
of the Cuban people to maintain their independence and 
right to self-determination. 


SACCCC spokesperson Noel Stott this week wrote to 
the US Ambassador to South Africa James Joseph, 
seeking resolute actions in the continued American 
seizure of Cuba-bound goods. He also appealed to 
President Mandela to mediate in ongoing attempts to 
retrieve millions of rand worth of goods confiscated 
by US custom officials from Cuban-bound caravans on 
several occasions in the last two months. 
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"We urge (he said to the US envoy James Joseph) 
your government to allow, and indeed facilitate these 
(confiscated) items to reach Cuba safely and without 
interference. We trust that Your Excellency will pass 
on our concern and this request to the president of the 
United States,” Stott wrote. 


On the other hand, American President Bill Clinton is 
determined to continue fighting his Cuban counterpart 
Fidel Castro in what appears to be an uphill attempt to 
destabilise neighbouring Cuba. 


For many years Cuba relied heavily on America for 
material supplies for the up-keep and smooth running 
of its key sectors like health. ‘Big Brother’ America 
condemned Cuba's switch to communism 37 years ago 
and severed all ties with her. 


On January 31 this year, the Clinton administration 
seized millions of dollars w rth of computer equipment 
and other medical supplies Jestined for Cuba. 


And on February 17 the White House again thwarted an- 
other attempt by Cuba's goodwill ambassadors in Amer- 
ica and the Cuban Solidanty Movement to dispatch a 
similar consignment to the Caribbean island. 


The consignment was collected by Pastors of Peace, a 
human rights and Christan lobby group affectionately 
referred to as “Pops” in the USA, from American 
citizens and was to be delivered to the Martin Luther 
King Jr Centre in the Cuban capital Havana for a 
computer link-up system called Informed. 


The Informed system was initially funded by the United 
Nations, which was to sustain its successful operation 
with Cuban. 


It is part of Cuba's Special Projects in a community 
developmental programme. It includes several comput- 
ers donated for a medical information system which 
was connected to link hospitals, clinics, medical schools 
and other health centres throughout the country’s 14 
provinces. 


The Pastors of Peace have vowed to fast on the US- 
Mexican border until the confiscated shipment is safely 
dispatched to Cuba. 


South Africa: Swazi Ministers Object to South 
African ‘Interference’ 


MB1103125696 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0608 GMT 11 Mar 96 


[From the “AM Live’ program presented dy Sally 
Burdette] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) {Burdette} The Swaziland 
Government is unhappy about the support which the 
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South African trade union federation, COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions], and its allies, 
are providing to Swazi trade unions and pro-democracy 
groups. Subri Govender compiled this report: 


{Begin recording} [Govenderj The Swaziland Govern- 
ment has officially lodged a protest to the South African 
Government about the alleged interference in its inter- 
nal affairs. Mr. Arthur Khoza is the Swaziland minister 
of foreign affairs. 


{[Khoza] We have information that the tripartite alliance 
of South Africa, including other formations, have met 
to say they support the Swaziland Federation of Trade 
Unions ([SFTU]. The question is support in what? 
Because one, the SFTU has come out quite clearly that 
it's adopted a political agenda. Now, for organizations 
like the African National Congress, the South African 
Communist Party [SACP], NACTU [National Council 
of Trade Unions], COSATU, South African National 
Civics Organization to say they support, do they know 
what this political agenda involves? Even if they do, 
don't they have problems within South Africa to deal 
with? 


[Govender] The minister of economic planning and 
development, Mr. David Masuku. says the government 
feels betrayed by the actions of COSATU, the ANC, and 
the SACP. He says South Africa will be embarrassed 
and sorry if it adopts the same imperialistic attitude that 
America adopts to its neighbors, and other countries. 


[Masuku] | think being in this region, and we have 12 
twelve SADC [Southern African Development Commu- 
nity] countries, we want to be all equal in a way, you 
know. We don’t look at the size of a country, we look at 
the sovereignty of a country, and we must have, and de- 
velop, the good relationship that should make us move 
forward economically, socially, politically, and other- 
wise. 


{Govender] In spite of the protestations of the Swazi- 
land ministers, political commentators and trade union 
leaders say Swaziland cannot adopt a touch me not pol- 
icy, when human rights and democracy are at stake in 
their country. The director of Swaziland’s Examinations 
Council, and political commentator, Dr. Ben Diamini, 
says Swaziland cannot reject the assistance of those who 
are concerned about the current lack of political free- 
dom in the kingdom. 


[Dlamini] If the human rights are violated, I believe that 
it is the duty of everyone, whether, even the Government 
of South Africa to have a concern if the Swaziland 
Government is not living up to proper human rights 
record which is recognized by the United Nations, of 
which Swaziland is a member. (end recording] 
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South Africa: Mandela Warns Right-Wing ‘Threat’ 
Not Defeated Yet 


MBO0803153196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1444 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG March 8 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela on Friday warned 
South Africa's leaders not to think they had defeated a 
rightwing threat to the country’s transition. 


"They are not aware that there are stll powerful 
elements among whites who are not reconciled with the 
present transformation ... who want to use every excuse 
to drown the country in bloodshed,” he told reporters 
at his home in Houghton. Many South Africans did not 
appreciate this reality, Mandela said. 


"T want to repeat that one of the mistakes that is made 
by our people, including the leadership in the ANC and 
outside the ANC, is to imagine that we got liberation by 
defeating the white man in a battlefield by force of arms, 
that we are now dealing with a community that is lying 
flat on the ground helpless and begging for mercy." 


South Africa: Right-Wing Plot To Assassinate Zulu 
King Reported 

MB1003205496 Johannesburg RAPPORT 

in Afrikaans 10 Mar 96 p 1, 2 


[Report by Freek Swart] 


[FBIS Translated Text) Police are investigating alle- 
gations that a secretive far-right umbrella organization 
known as Komra is planning to assassinate Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelithini. 


Komra — the abbreviation for Kombineerde Regse 
Aksie (Combined Right-Wing Action) — is apparently 
drawing up a target dossier on the daily movements 
of King Goodwill. A target dossier usually serves as 
an assassin’s guide in the murky world of intrigue and 


spying. 


The purpose of the assassination is to launch a civil war 
between Zulus and the ANC in KwaZulu/Natal. 


The plan includes presenting the war to the outside 
world as a conflict between two black population 
groups. This impression is supposed to prevent the UN 
from intervening. The far-right white forces of Komra, 
which apparently has several hidden weapons caches, 
will then declare their support for the Zulus. More and 
more whites will follow the example, win the war, and 
assume control of the country. 


In the midst of these rumors about Komra it is signifi- 
cant that President Mandela at his Houghton, Johannes- 
burg, home two days ago told journalists that there are 
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still elements among South African whites who do not 
accept the current transformation and "who want tc use 
every excuse to drown the country in bloodshed.” 


Pieter Swart reports from Ulundi that K waZulu/Natal 
Premier Frank Mdlalose said in a statement yesterday 
that he is not aware of any assassination p.»t against 
King Goodwill. The mere thought of an assassination 
plot against the king is unbelievable and will plunge 
the country into a crisis. 


"I will personally cali on the national police commis- 
sioner to determine the source of the report and to see 
if there is any truth in the allegations.” 


He added that the rumors were probably spread to 
hinder the forthcoming elections in KwaZulu/Natal or 
to disrupt meetings between leaders in the province. 


RAPPORT believes that Komra’s executive, known 
as the Binnekring [Inner Circle], gave financial sup- 
port to, among others, the AWB [Afrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance Movement], the 
Boere-Krisis-Aksie [Boer Crisis Action], the Aksie teen 
Kommunisme [Action Against Communism], the Or- 
der Boerevolk (Order of the Boer Nation], the Boere 
Weerstandsbeweging [Boer Resistance Movement], The 
Boere Republikeinse Leer [Boer Republican Army], the 
Pretoria Boerekommando [Pretoria Boer Commando], 
the Blanke Bevrydingsleer [White Liberation Army], 
and the Neo-Nazi beweging van Suid Afrika (Neo-Nazi 
Movement of South Africa]. 


Over a six-year period, for example, Komra spent 
R17,939,000 [rands} financing these organizations and 
other projects. In 1989, 1990, and 1991 amounts of 
R300,000, R600,000, and R500,000 were donated to the 
AWB alone. 


The financing comes from millions of rands obtained 
from sister organizations like the Geldstryders RSA 
{Money Warriors — Republic of South Africa] (also 
known as the Boer Mafia). Some of the organization's 
members have committed economic offenses with a 
far-right political agenda in mind and are serving 
jail sentences for these offenses. Money earned by a 
mercenary organization overseas is also involved. 


Some of the money was used to purchase training camps 
and farms in Mozambique and Potgietersrus. Allega- 
tions made against Komra are that the organization owns 
approximately 1.5 million AK-47 rifles and other mili- 
tary equipment, hidden in 24 storage places in KwaZulu/ 
Natal. 
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South Africa: General Viljoen Reiterates Need for 
Volkstaat 


MB0903165996 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
7 Mar 96 p/l 


{[FBIS Translated Text} New legislation must not shut 
the door on the possibility of an Afrikaner province or 
regional :elf-determination, says Freedom Front leader 
General Constand Viljoen. 


It is clear tiat many Afrikaners will not easily give 
up hope for some form of regional self-determination, 
even if itis not a volkstaat [Afrikaner homeland] in the 
true sense of the word. He is definitely one of these 
Af.ikaners, Gen. Viljoen said at an international con- 
ference of the Volkstaat Council on self-determination 
held in Somerset West. 


He said it's very often asked whether regional self- 
determination is necessary whefi there is cultural self- 
determination. The Freedom Front regards regional selt- 
determination as vital for the survival of the Afrikaner. 
If there is no suitable region, it must be created for the 
sake of future peace. 


There are, however, some differences of opinion re- 
garding the details of a volkstaat. Afrikaners and non- 
Afrikaners differ over the region, powers, and functions. 
Demographic patierns, economic realities, and histori- 
cal processes also contribute to problems and make it 
almost impossible for now to find a final acceptable so- 
lution. 


Gen. Viljoen and his party cannot abandon the idea in 
principle, despite apparently insurmountable problems. 
He is pragmatic, however, and wants to make practical 
proposals to set a process in mouon. 


In the light of the “unexpected swing” revealed by 
an opinion poll in Pretoria, the idea of an Afrikaner 
province ought to be investigated further, he said. 


A lot of resistance can be expected “from a political 
perspective.” Yet there's the example of Brussels, 
capital of the Flemish state, capital of Belgium and the 
European Union. 


Gen. Viljoen said the Volkstaat Council has pointed 
Out areas where there are concentrated Afrikaner set- 
tlements. These can form possible growth points where 
Afrikaner autonomy could be introduced at a later stage. 
Afrikaners can voluntarily go to some of these regions 
to create a concentrated settlement of Afrikaners where 
greater self-determination than in a local community 
could be possible. 


“The possible future development of some form of 
a volkstaal, emanating from the process, should now 
receive legislative approval,” Gen. Viljoen said. 
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South Africa: IFP Wants KwaZulwNatal 
Constitution by 14 Mar 


MB1003170996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1206 GMT 10 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} ULUNDI March 10 SAPA — 
The Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP] mandated party repre- 
sentatives in the KwaZulu/Natal constitutional commit- 
tee and parliament to adopt the provincial constitution 
by March 14. 


The IFP blamed the African National Congress for 
"increasing the gulf’ among parties positions in the 
constitutional debate by raising new issues, demands 
and proposals. 


IFP national chairman and KwaZulu/Naal premier 
Frank Mdlalose said at Ulundi on Saturday the council 
had also resolved to finalise and approve the constitu- 
tional text during Monday's committee meeting, SABC 
{South African Br adcasting Corporation] radio news 
reported. 

The National Party, Democratic Party, Pan Africanist 
Party, Minority Front and the African Christian Demo- 
cratic Party [ACDP)] had not given any notice of text 
which would compel or justify their voting against the 
provincial constitution, except on the issue of the coun- 
cil of state, the IFP said in a statement on Sunday. 


A referendum on abortion should be held to dispel the 
ACDP'’s concern on the abortion issue, said M ilalose. 


South Africa: IFP Disappointed at Lack of 
Ambassadorial Appointments 


MB1 103130396 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 10 Mar 96 p 10 


(Report by Eugene Gunning] 


FBIS Translated Text] The tension between President 
Nelson Mandela and Mangosuthu Buthelezi is repeating 
itself on the diplomatic level. The Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP] is dissatisfied that its members have not 
been appointed as ambassadors of the country, although 
officials from the smaller parties have been appoir | 


RAPPORT has it on authority that there are no pian 
to appoint an [FP member as an ambassador in Uh 

foreseeable future. Mr. Buthelezi is understood to be 
upset over this matter, and he would like it resolved. 
Disappointed IFP supporters say that President Mandela 
is giving smaller parties, like the Freedom Front, and 
the Democratic Party ambassadorial posts for the sake 
of reconciliation. 


Mr. Koos van der Merwe, a member of the IFP external 
affairs committee, says that a list of candidates for 
possible external appointment was submitted a long time 
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back, but nothing has come out of it. "We tned several 
times to put pressure but nothing has happened. We 
have discussed this matter at high levels and we want to 
know what is going on. There is unhappiness and anger 
among our people. There was an understanding that IFP 
members would also be considered for ambassadorial 
appointments, just like the members of the other parties. 
We get the impression that the government is drag ing 
its feet. It is not in the interest of reconciliation as it 
leads to further detenoration of relationship.” 


Mr. Rusty Evans, director general of external affairs, 
says the appointment of ambassadors from the ranks of 
political parties is the responsibility of President Man- 
dela’s office. Mr. Mandela personally takes the deci- 
sions. The department does not discriminate against any 
political party. For the past two years we have worked 
with different political parties, and have encouraged 
their members to apply for the posts. We did that specif- 
ically so that no one could blame us for being biased 
against a particular party. 


South Africa: Presidency Reportedly Facing 
Succession ‘Crisis’ 


MBO0803142396 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 8-14 Mar 96 pp 4,65 


[Article by Gaye Davis] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] As medical investgations 
wound their way this week to the predictable conclusion 
that President Nelson Mandela was fitter than most men 
of his age, a sense of crisis infused the presidency as the 
realisation dawned that the question of who will succeed 
him would have to be dealt with. 


“There have been informal discussions about this for 
some time,” an insider said. “But there has never been 
a time when the issue of succession was raised so 
prominently.” 


The central dilemma for the ANC is how to signal, 
ahead of the movement's own democratic decision- 
making procedures, to South Africa and the world at 
large that there will be a smooth transition — and to 
do this without giving the impression that Mandela is 
about to hang up his boots. 


Financial commentators believe the rand’s shudders 
have less to do with Mandela's health than with the 
need for confidence in government's fiscal policies. But 
whatever the state of his health, he is sull a man of 
77. The question of his successor — and the way the 
transition is handled — 1s of critical importance. 


Discussions — as yet informal — are underway at the 
highest level, within both the ANC and government, 
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over how to e(fect as smooth a transition as possible. 
Al present, there appears to be no consensus on how 
the transition should be mariaged. But the prevailing 
view is that Thabo Mbeki will get the job — and that 
there vill be no bruising contest between him and his 
chief aval, ANC secretary general and constitutional 
assembly cochair, Cyril Ramaphosa. 


At 43, Ramaphosa is 10 )~ars younger than Mbeki. He 
will definitely get a Cabinet post once the Constitution is 
completed, almost certainly a senior one — his qualities 
are impossible to overlook. But those who know him say 
he sees the matter of Mbeki's succession as decided 
and would not risk the political damage of a contesi, 
preferring to bide lus time and possibly run once Mbeki 
has served a term, or possibly two. 


An indication could be given at the ANC’s next national 
congress at the end of 1997, when there will be fresh 
elections for office-bearers. Mandela has said he will see 
his term as president out, but under discussion is the 
suggestion that Mandela step aside as ANC president 
and let Mbeki assume the mantle. 


“This would be a way of signaling continuity. The 
panic over Mandela's health and who will succeed him 
underestimates the maturity of the ANC and the calibre 
of its senior leadership,” a source said. 


Yet 20 months is a long time in politics. "Maybe Mbeki 
becomes ANC president at that moment, then again, 
maybe not, because it will be an emotional issue and in 
the ANC there is a feeling that the head of state should 
lead the movement,” said an insider. “If there was some 
hope of Ramaphosa getting it, he may be tempted.” 


For the past six to eight months, work has been done 
to move Mbeki to centre of the political stage and to 
eliminate any impression that there may be a contest 
between him and Ramaphosa. 


Suggestion of a contest could cause problems — not be- 
cause of the individuals involved but because Mandela 
wants the stability he has created to continue, an insider 
said. 


Mbeki is now formally in charge of seeing that the 
ANC’s goal of transformation is achieved. His public 
statements, programmes and activities indicate that 
increasingly he is in charge of the day-to-day running of 
the country, and that Mandela — while not relinquishing 
his control — is focusing more on what he sees as his 
primary task, nation-building and reconciliation. 


He is expected to devote more and more time to this 
as he approaches the end of his term of office: he 
more-or-less said so when he addressed Potchefstroom 
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University students recently, spelling out what he said 
would be his “last testament”. 


“Mbeki has strengths Mandela does not have,” said an 
insider. “Mandela is the statesman of the century, but 
Mbeki has perhaps a betier strategic capacity and the 
ability to direct in terms of width au depth.” 


For the ANC, a key problem is to ensure that Mbeki 
is seen by the black majority as a promoter of militant 
change and also embodies the spirit of nation-building 
and reconciliation that emanates from Mandela. 


Insiders say Mbeki is making broad strategic inputs in 
the ANC’s national executive committee — he wrote 
many of the discussion documents and position papers 
that have emerged — and is engaged with organisational 
matters, dealing with ANC premiers on provincia! 
matters on a political level. 


In government, he is acting as a de facto prime in asec 
Ministers report to him on their line-functio:s He +. 
in charge of Cabinet affairs for the ANC «°° “ha? s 
most Cabinet meetings, alternating with Dy ‘i, 
He has adopted a hands-on approach to the RiP 
[Reconstruction and Development Program], shoring up 
minister Jay Naidoo with the necessary political clout 
to get departments moving. 


“We have to systematically now complete the package 
— then the question of succession will no longer be an 
issue,” an insider said. 


Concerns include dealing with percepuons of Mbeki 
being weak and tardy. Big business -—— whose attitudes 
are often voiced by the NP [National Party] and DP 
[Democratic Party] — question his credentials. Others 
say he is efficient, but stretched too thin. 


An astute politician well-schooled in the Byzantine pol- 
itics of the ANC in exile, Mbeki likes to keep channels 
open to influential players and tendencies within the 
ANC. This is often interpreted as an expedient wooing 
of factions. He is also criticised for pushing people for 
Cabinet posts because they are allies, rather than the 
best person for the job. 


Some within the ANC say he lacks charisma, though 
dealing with this will be an issue for his image builders. 
Since November, he has been campaigning in KwaZulu/ 
Natal, addressing rallies and small community meetings, 
in a bid to carve an image as a man of the people. 


“You can't remvent Mandela, who is in a class of his 
own. But we do need a leader who inspires the same 
kind of trust and confidence that he will take the country 
forward.” said a source. 
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The issue of what happens after Mandela has been 
discussed within the South African Communist Party. 
At this stage, it appears the party will not engage in 
campaigning around a candidate. "We re nui a feudal 
Organisation. ‘Ve don't want to make crowned princes. 
We are comu.utted to building a collective leadership,” 
a source said. 


In the event of Mandela's sudden death, Mbeki would 
become acting president. The ANC's national working 
committee would come up with proposals to be con- 
firmed by a meeting of the national executive commit- 
tee. It would be up to Parliament to vote for a new 
president within 30 days of the vacancy arising. 


South Africa: Sexwale — Rand’s Drop Not 
Reaction to Mandela Health Rumors 


MB0803175196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1737 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) JOHANNESBURG March 8 
SAPA — Fluctuations in the value of the Rand on 
international markets were not a reaction to rumours 
about President Nelson Mandela's health, Gauteng pre- 
mier Tokyo Sexwale said on Friday. 


Addressing a public function in Soweto, Sexwale said 
the fluctuations were a reaction to the continuity and 
sustainability of Mandela's policies, as well as the 
leaders backing him. “Seemingly it was an error of 
judgement to send the president for a three day medical 
check-up,” he said. “He is not the problem. The market 
is concerned about the behaviour of all of us.” 


Sexwale said the international magket was “relatively 
satisfied" with Mandela's rule. Therefore the country 
had a positive economic growth rate for the first time 
in 15 years, the lowest inflation rate in 23 years and 
“controlled government expenditure for the first time in 
decades”. 

But he added that the fluctuations could be seen as 
questions about the continuation and sustainability of 
"Mandela-ism", and the collectivity of leaders behind 
him. “We are confident that ‘Mandela-ism’ will continue 
to prevail in South Africa. The task is to convince the 
rest of the world.” Sexwale said the challenge was to 
keep sight of Mandela's positive values. 


South African Press Review for 8 Mar 
MBO803141696 

(FBIS Report} 

MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Mandela Must Shift Some Responsibilities Onto Others 
— A page-26 editorial in Johannesburg MAIL & 
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GUARDIAN in English for 8-14 March believes the 
"problem" with President Mandela's advisers lies in 
their “perception that he is the only man capable of 
holding South Africa together.” In the absence of any 
absolute guarantee as to Mandela's continued good 
health, the solution is to “demonstrate to the world 
that even in his absence the government of the country 
rests ‘n safe hands." Mandela should shift some of the 
responsibilities of leadership onto the “most obvious 
candidate” Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. There may 
also “be others better qualified for the succession who 
could be tested with the exercise of power. If such 
candidates are not in sufficiently senior positions in 
government to assume such responsibilities, then they 
must be elevated there.” 


NEW NATION 


Criticism of Zuma's Management of AIDS Funds — 
Health Minister Zuma has “only herself to blame" for 
the funding controversy that has “tainted her credibil- 
ity,” notes a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg NEW 
NATION in English on 8 March. “Unconvincing claims 
that the European Union, which donated the funds, had 
approved of the project added to doubts about Zuma’s 
credibility. The EU's subsequent denial complicated 
matters and helped prompt her fellow politicians to 
come close to calling her a liar.” The final judgment 
on Zuma’s management of funds for the play “must be 
left to the Public Protector,” but her “management of 
the controversy deserves strong censure." 


THE STAR 


Criticism of ‘Emouonal Diplomacy’ in U.S., Armscor 
Issue — Commenting on the U.S. arms smuggling case 
against the Armaments Corporation of South Africa, 
Armscor, Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 8 
March in a page-12 editorial says: "We heard for some 
time that the case was ‘near resolution’. Instead, we 
now have the ugly spectacle of South Africa wagging 
its finger at the U.S. in a manner reminiscent of 
some figures from the past we would rather forget 
about.” The government “must see the woods for the 
trees when dealing with Armscor officials and, above 
all, discipline any emotional diplomacy. Big-mouthed 
boasts are neither clever nor calculated.” 


ANC’s ‘Arrogant Behaviour’ Criticized — In an article 
on the same page Mondli Makhanya writes that the 
ANC’s “arrogant behaviour regarding the granting of a 
very generous fee of R14-million [rands] to playwright 
Mbongeni Ngema for an anu-AIDS play has highlighted 
the dangers inherent in a democracy with one powerful 
party.” Both the ANC and Health Minister Nkosazana 
Zuma have “behaved in a manner reminiscent of the 
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peak years of National Party rule, scorning public 
opinion and closing ranks to protect a beleaguered 
colleague.” “What Zuma and the ANC are failing to 
grasp is that the furore surrounding Sarafina 2 is not 
only about balancing the books and accounting for every 
cent spent. The main bone of contention is that R14- 
million of public money was given to Ngema without 
consultation or proper tendering." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Disposal of Mossgas — “Allowing a deeply troubled 
Mossgas to sink another R485m into opening tiny off- 
shore gas wells seems to be risky,” warns a page-12 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 8 March. Prospective buyers will “certainly now be 
aware of government's desperation to get rid of plant 
and off-shore facilities that have already swallowed 
Ri2bn in capital costs." BUSINESS DAY concludes 
that “how government treats the disposal of the Mossgas 
millstone will be closely watched by other prospective 
bidders when other state-owned enterprises are put on 
the privatisation block.” 


South African Press Review for 10 Mar 
MB1003191096 


[FBIS Report] 
SUNDAY TIMES 


Cuts in Government Spending Urged — The lead edi- 
torial in the Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
on 10 March, page 24, says that efforts to form the 
1996-97 state budget have “turned into another desper- 
ate scramble for revenue” and criticizes “the misshapen 
thinking underlying the Budget-making process.” The 
paper notes “that the ANC has inherited the problem" 
from previous governments, but goes on to say that “the 
ANC still falls short of fiscal rectitude.” The editorial 
then warns: “The answer to the annual budget deficit is 
not to squeeze even more taxes out of an impoverished 
society, but to cut government expenditure. High taxes 
— which obviously constitute a cost of business — al- 
ready contribute to South Africa's inability to compete 
in world markets. Higher taxes will simply make us even 
less competitive. Cutting government spending 1s casier 
said than done.... Yet it must be done. State expenditure 
must be brought under control, and no soothing words 
from Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg can substitute 
for cuts in expenditure. The only question — and this 
is a question for the cabinet — is where to cut.” 


Business Growth Plan Defended — A second editorial 
on the same page of the SUNDAY TIMES replies to the 
ANC’s criticism of “Growth for All,” a document writ- 
ten by the South African Foundation, a business group. 
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The editorial rebuts the ANC claim that the document 
fails to say how black people will be “economically em- 
powered,” pointing out that the document "proposes a 
multi- pillared strategy of legal reform, financial liberal- 
isation, [word indistinct) discipline, flexible labor mar- 
kets, improved competition, and an export drive.” The 
ANC, on the other hand, "has yet to explain how it pro- 
poses to create jobs in a society which consumes more 
wealth than it creates, where it is becoming ever more 
difficult for the individual to sell his or her labour on 
an open market, and where people are consistently be- 
ing paid more to produce less." Admitting that there are 
flaws in the document, the editorial asks, however: "Can 
the ANC really do better?" 


RAPPORT 


Labor's Influence on ANC Criticized — A page-18 
editorial in the Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
on 10 March also takes issue with ANC criticism of 
the "Growth for All" document. "The ANC leader- 
ship sharply criticized proposals by the South African 
Foundation, contained in its ‘Growth for All’ docu- 
ment,” begins the editorial. “The foundation proposes 
an increase in Value-Added Tax, a reduction in direct 
taxation, and rapid privatization...."The ANC says the 
foundation wants to shift the economic policy ‘to the 
right’. However, on the eve of Wednesday's budget 
there are suspicions that the ANC cannot distance it- 
self from its allies on the far-left. Many economists 
predict that Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg will 
not increase VAT because of strong opposition by the 
ANC’s trade union ally COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions]. COSATU is protecting the in- 
terests of its members, while any free-market economist 
of note would be in favor of the tax burden being evenly 
distributed... COSATU's opposition to an increase in 
VAT is an indication of the movement's influence on 
the ANC and the Government of National Unity....The 
ANC’s reaction to the South African Foundation docu- 
ment has diminished hopes that the ANC, even reluc- 
tantly, would turn its back on socialism. COSATU and 
the SACP [South African Communist Party] are evi- 
dently still the ANC’s ideological mentors.” 


South African Press Review for 11 Mar 
MB1 103135996 

[FBIS Report] 

SOWETAN 


State Assistance To Taxi Industry — The government's 
decision to subsidize the taxi industry, at a cost to the 
state of 80 million rands over the next two years, “is 
in principle not a bad thing,” according to a page-10 
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editonal in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 11 
March. “Apart from the economic need to improve the 
transport system as a whole, there is an obligation on the 
Government to somehow assist the predominantly black 
laxi industry as part of its black empowerment drive." 
However, all taxi operators and owners “must agree 
to being officially registered so that they can be taxed 
on their income like everyone else who participates in 
the economy.” State assistance “cannot come without 
obligations on the part of taxi Owners, as some who use 
threats to demand subsidies seem to think.” 

TWE CITIZEN 

No ANC Reconciliauon Toward IFP — Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 8 March in its page-6 edi- 
torial laments the fact that Inkatha Freedom Party, IFP, 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi “is losing his trust in Pres- 
ident Mandela” because he failed to honor the agree- 
ment on internauonal mediation signed before the April 
1994 election.” "At the weekend a Sunday newspaper 
described how Chief Buthelezi’s Home Affairs Min- 
istry has been ‘pruned, snipped and sometimes hacked 
into a fraction of its former glory. Last month the prun- 
ing shares flashed again, lopping off Chief Buthelezi's 
ability to determine government policy on aliens.’” It 
also “rankles with the IFP that 430 of its leaders have 
been killed, but the police special investigation unit is 
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allegedly investigating cases only, or mainly, against 
Inkatha members.” THE CITIZEN says President Man- 
dela “cannot confine reconciliation and navon building 
to the Whites and ANC Blacks.” 


BEELD 


Corruption Probe Must Continue — "The charge by the 
Browde Commission that the state is blocking its inves- 
ligation into corruption in the former homelands, and 
that it is not allowed to fuction independently, is a wor- 
rying indicuwent against the government, states an edi- 
torial on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
on 4 March. “The goverment makes a great fuss about 
transparency,” and “regularly says it has nothing to 
hide,” and that it wants to “root out" mismanagement. 
The charge by the commission “undermines this image, 
and creates the impression that the governinent is delib- 
erately hampering the investigation.” As the invesuga- 
tion relates to “alleged irregularities involving millions 
of rands in the former homelands,” it is essential that 
anyone who can help the commission “should be al- 
lowed to do so unhindered.” It is in the government's 
interest that it “remove any wrong impression’ about the 
issue, and “recommit itself to transparency and open- 
ness.” 
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Angola 


Angola: President Confident Savimbi To Accept 
Vice Presidency 

LD1003171896 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 10 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) [Announcer] The Angolan presi- 
dent is optimistic: He is confident that UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola) leader 
Jonas Savimbi will accept the post of vice president. 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos has denied that there is a se- 


cret agreement regarding the vice presidency. 


(Begin dos Santos recording) There is no secret agree- 
ment. What I can tell you is simply that Dr. Savimbi, 
in Libreville, expressed his deep commitment to the 
consolidation of peace and to the search for all the 
paths leading to national reconcilitation. Naturally, one 
of these paths is his presence in state institutions in order 
to inspire trust in the process and also so that Angolans 
will believe in the work we are doing for peace and rec- 
onciliation in Angola. It is for this reason that I do not 
believe he would not accept it [vice presidency] [end 
recording). 


(Announcer) The Angolan president was speaking this 
morning after a meeting with Portuguese President Jorge 
Sampaio. Eduardo dos Santos described the meeting 
as positive because, according to him, from now on 
Portugal will have a single voice — from the president 
and the government — with regard to Angola. 


UNITA has not yet taken a decision regarding the 
vice presidency. Jonas Savimbi may not be the name 
put forward by UNITA for the vice presidency. In 
an interview with RDP, Abel Chivukuvuky, a UNITA 
leader, said that before this decision can be made many 
steps need to be taken. 


(Begin Chivikuvuku recording) We believe that there 
are still specific steps to be taken. First, we are 
discussing the review, or changes (to certain points, 
of the constitution. This review will enshrine the vice 


presidency post, it will determine its privileges, its 
duties and its jurisdiction. 


We need to see what this vice president post represents 
so that we can define who is the most suitable and 
appropriate person for the post. So we need to see what 
it represents, what weight it carries with regard to the 
future of the country. [end recording] 


Angola: Dos Santos — Savimbi Likely To Accept 
Vice Presidency 

MB! 103052996 Luanda TPA Television Network 

in Portuguese 1930 GMT 10 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos arrived in Luanda this evening, after attend- 
ing Portuguese President Jorge Sampaio's swearing-in 
ceremony in the Portuguese capital. He was welcomed 
by the National Assembly chairman, Prime Minister 
Marcolino Moco, and the other members of the An- 
golan Cabinet. 


The new Portuguese head of state has already begun 
working at Belem Palace, and he granted his first 
audience to Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
this morning. The two men talked for about one hour. 
They discussed bilateral relations and the Angolan peace 
process. 


(Begin recording) (dos Santos} I came to bid him 
farewell, because I am about to leave Lisbon and return 
to Luanda. President Sampaio reiterated his support 
for the Angolan peace process. Portugal will now 
speak with one voice, both at the presidential and 
cabinet levels, to convey support for the Angolan peace 
process, whether this is in direct contacts with the 
Angolan Government or the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA], or as part of 
the UN operation. 


(Unidentified correspondent] Do you think the Angolan 
peace process will benefit from the Portuguese Govern- 
ment speaking with one voice? 

{Dos Santos) | think it will be much easier to get the 
good will, potential, strength, and enagy to support 
Angola if the government speaks with one voice. 
There has been a gigantic effort by the international 
community for several years to bring peace to our 
country. 

[Correspondent] Mr. President: You were the first [word 
indistinct) here at the Belem Palace? 


[Dos Santos} I must say it is a great honor to me and 
to the Angolan people. 

(Correspondent) Mr. President: When do you expect the 
UNITA leader to return to Luanda? 


(Dos Santos} That question must be put to Dr. Savimbi. 
He can go to Luanda as soon as he wants to. 


[Correspondent}] Would you like to make a brief assess- 
ment of your visit to Portugal? 

[Dos Santos) As you know, the main reason for my 
visit was to participate in President Sampaio's swearing- 
in ceremony. It was a well-organized and solemn 
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ceremony. In addition, we were able to meet several 
heads of state and government, and I have just come out 
of a meeting with the Portuguese president. The central 
theme of all those meetings was peace and national 
reconciliation for Angola. We also discussed bilateral 
cooperation issues with President Sampaio and Prime 
Minister Guterres. 


(Correspondent) Mr. President: Angolan students met 
with you yesterday to discuss scholarship problems. 
How did that meeting end? 


[Dos Santos} Well, the government is making a major 
effort to resolve the concerns expressed by the students. 
1 explained that our country is experiencing great 
financial difficulties now. I think the message was well 
understood, and I believe they will cooperate with the 
government in the search for solutions that will respond 
to our present needs. 


(Correspondent) [words indistinct) what about Dr. Sav- 
imbi's reply to your offer of a vice presidency? 


(Dos Santos} I do not think we should be impatient. The 
letter in which I formally invited him to take up the post 
of vice president was delivered to him only a few weeks 
ago, so we should give him some more time. 


[Correspondent] There are rumors that Dr. Savimbi 
might not accept the vice presidency, that (UNITA 
Ambassador] Abel Chivukuvuku might. Do you ink 
that will be bad? After all, only yesterday you said it 
would be bad for the peace process. 


[Dos Santos] You say there are rumors. Who said that? 
[Correspondent] Please answer: Why would that ? bad? 


[Dos Santos} If I have to answer, I should also have 
the right to ask questions. I have not heard anybody say 
that anywhere. Dr. Savimbi did not tell me.... 


(Correspondent, interrupting) You were talking about 
that yesterday. You said it would be bad.... 


[Dos Santos, interrupting] I said it would be bad because 
I do not believe Dr. Savimbi will turn down that offer. 


{Correspondent} But why? 
(Dos Santos) I simply do not believe he will not accept 
it. 


{Correspondent} Please excuse me: South African Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela is expected to visit Luanda on 
the 12th (date as heard]. Will it still take place or will 
be postponed on account of his recent medical tests? 


[Dos Santos} We never agreed on that date with the 
South African president. We have discussed dates. We 
have proposed April, but we do not know whether he 
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can make it. He will visit Angola on a date to be agreed 
on by both sides. 


(Correspondent) So, in principle, the visit will take place 
in April? 


(os Santos) In accordance with our proposal, yes, the 
visit will take place in April, if the South Africans agree. 
Otherwise, it will take place later. 


(Correspondent) Mr. President: Dr. Chivukuvuku told 
the Portuguese Radio Corporation, RDP, yesterday that 
Dr. Savimbi has not yet accepted the post of vice 
president, adding that it must still be discussed within 
UNITA. Can you confirm this, or is there a secret 


agreement? 


[Dos Santos} There is no secret agreement. All I can tell 
you is that Dr. Savimbi expressed a profound commit- 
ment to strengthening peace and national reconciliation. 
Obviously, one of the ways he can help is to become 
part of the government, so the peace process Can inspire 
confidence and the Angolan people can believe in the 
work we are doing for peace and national reconciliation. 
It is for this reason that I cannot believe he will reject 
the offer. [end recording] 


Angola: New Army To Include 18 UNITA Generals 


MB0903200096 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 9 Mar 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] At long last, Angolan Gov- 
ernment and National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [(UNITA) military negotiators today agreed 
on selection procedures and the fate of UNITA gener- 
als in the unified national army. 


General Joao Baptista de Matos, Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] chief of General Staff, said at the end of the talks 
that at least 18 UNITA generals will join the FAA. Of 
those, 10 will be in the three traditional branches of the 
Armed Forces, and the other eight in the fourth branch. 
A considerable number of UNITA colonels are also 
expected to occupy important posts in the new army, 
which will include 26,600 UNITA soldiers. (passage 
omitted} 


Angola: Government, UNITA Generals Discuss 
Military Talks 

MB1003131796 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 9 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Announcer] The talks be- 
tween government and National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola (UNITA] military teams ended 
today. [passage omitted] 
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General Joao Baptista de Matos, Angolan Armed Forces 
[FAA] chief of General Staff, spoke to the People's 
Television of Angola: 


[Begin recording) [De Matos) It is true. The talks wound 
up today. We adopted a document signed by the two 
sides. We can say that both sides were pleased with the 
results. 


(Unidentified correspondent) 
emerged from the talks? 


[De Matos] We determined the approximate number 
of UNITA soldiers to join the FAA. In addition, we 
decided on what FAA posts will be filled by UNITA 


general? 
(Correspondent) How many and what posts? 


[De Matos} We decided on nine Army posts and another 
nine in the Fourth Branch. 


{Correspondent} Could you be more specific? 


(De Matos} | do not remember exactly what posts 
right now, but I can tell you they are command posts, 
including the command of the fourth branch. 


[Correspondent] Now that you mention the Fourth 
Branch, we would like to know what its official name 
will be. 


{De Matos} That is its name for the time being. The 
FAA General Staff is considering a new name, and we 
might be able to make it public within the next few 
days. 

{Correspondent} The theory appears to have been dealt 
with. When do you go into the practical side of things? 


[De Matos} Yes, that is right. The theoretical part is 
over, now we must start planning to implement those 
actions. We will work to that end next week. We will 
try to determine the FAA's and UNITA's tasks in 
implementing today's decisions. 
(Correspondent) What is the relationship between troop 
confinement and the general draft? 


(De Matos} Logically, the draft can only begin after 
troop confinement. If the latter does not develop nor- 
mally, there will be no troops to incorporate into the 
FAA. [passage omitted] 


A total of 26,300 UNITA soldiers will join the FAA. 
Of those, nine will be generals in the Army and another 
nine in the Fourth Branch. In addition, a considerable 
number of UNITA colonels will have certain duties in 
the FAA. 


{Correspondent} How do you feel now that this agree- 
ment has been reached? 


What, specifically, 
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[De Matos) | feel happy, of course. We have discussed 
this matter for several days. Fortunately, there was 
understanding and we were able to wrap up the talks. 
{end recording) 


[Announcer] UNITA General Wyio said the agreement 
was what could be achieved. [passage omitted] 


[Begin recording) [Wyio) Obviously, | am happy. We 
achieved what was possible concerning the creation of 
the FAA. Perhaps we had more success on the broader 
picture of the country’s pacification. 


[Correspondent] Now that the theory has been dealt 
with, how do you see the practical side of things? 


[Wyio) Well, the practical side has not been properly 
defined yet. This is what Gen. de Matos said, and now 
we must do more theoretical work to implement our 
plans. We need to build groups to go to the barracks 
and select personnel. 


[Correspondent] How long do you expect that to take? 
(Wyio) That is something that has not been defined yet. 


(Correspondent) Can one say that the unified army is 
now nearer our reach? 


[Wyio]} That is obvious. 


[Correspondent] Will you be chief of General Staff 
again? 


[Wyio}] That has not been decided. 


[Correspondent] What if you were asked to resume your 
duties as chief of the General Staff? 


(Wyio} That post is not among the Army posts granted 
to UNITA. 


{Correspondent} Could you tell us which generals will 
be in the FAA's senior structure? 


[Wyio} I cannot do that yet. I do not have the names 
yet. 


[Correspondent] You can give us one name at least. 


[Wyio] No, I do not have those names at hand. That 
will be up to the General Staff to define. I cannot do 
that. 


[Correspondent] The FAA or the Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola General Staff 


[Wyio] The UNITA Armed Forces General Staff, as it 
has been called of late. 


(Correspondent) Will the agreements be implemente.'? 
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[Wyio}) Obviously, otherwise it would be a waste of 
time to hold talks. We will implement what we agreed 
on. 


(Correspondent) Are you happy with these agreements? 


(Wyio) They were the agreements we could manage. 
(passage omitted] [end recording] 


Angola: UN Warns Troop Confinement Slowing 
Down 


LD1003203296 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 10 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Angolan peace process 
appears irreversible but not all is well, according to the 


UN secretary general. 

The UN secretary general's report updating the progress 
of the Angolan peace process warns UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola}. Butrus- 
Ghali’s report said that in recent days the pace of 
the confinement of UNITA troops has slowed down 
dramatically. The report added that UNITA could only 
remove these doubts if it completed the confinement 
process quickly and orderly. If this does not happen, the 
international community's patience and goodwill will be 
put to the test, said the report. 


[Begin UNITA member Abel Chivukuvuku recording] 
I believe some tasks are running late. But we agreed a 
timetable when we were in Libreville and we all want 
to keep to this timetable. We from UNITA for our part 
and the government for its part. [end recording) 


But the Angolan Government must also take some 
of the blame. Butrus-Cihali said that a transparent 
withdrawal of the Angoian Armed Forces to barracks 
and the completion of the confinement of the riot police 
were just as important. urthermore, the government 
should intensify the preparations to integrate UNITA 
personnel into the FAA [Angolan Armed Forces], into 
administrative structures, and into the government. 


Swaziland 
Swaziland: King Urged To Fire Ministers, Guard 
Constitutional Process 
MB1003194996 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 10 Mar 96 p !! 


[“News Analysis” by editor Bheki Makhubu] 


(FBIS T anscribed Excerpt] The Swaziland Federation 
of Trade Unions [SFTU], leading a cluster of interest 
groups, has declared its full commitment in seeing to it 
that this country is fully democratised. 


The government on the other hand has started turning 
the wheels towards forming a constitutional forum, 
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with Deputy Prime Minister, Dr Sishayi Nxumalo 
announcing on Friday that all interest groups should 
appoint one delegate to the forum. 


We are heading for interesting times indeed. 


The last time there was a meeting of the nature convened 
by SFTU at the Convention Centre, King Mswati 
Claimed that there was a plot to overthrow him. 


It is therefore clear that the country’s authorities will 
view the Kwalnseni Declaration with suspicion. It could 
derail the road to democracy and cause conflict and 
confrontation. 


The constitutional process will be very crucial in 
shaping the country’s future. Nothing should make it 
fail and it is the responsibility of the authorities and 
the Kwaluseni conglomerate to see to it that all is done 
smoothly, transparently and accountably. 


While we will be watching how the constitutional forum 
is shaped and will criticise it when its flows emerge, it 
would only be fair to state right now that the framework 
initiated by the DPM is good. It is all inclusive and it 
seems there will be a lot of input so that nobody says 
he was never given a chance to say anything. 


Tue Kwaluseni group, for whatever they seek to do 
should not go against the spirit of the constitutional 
process and it is their duty to make sure that there are 
no fears from those they will be dealing with on what 
their agenda will be. 


Over the next few weeks we will be expecting them 
to give the nation a more incisive programme of action 
and their vision of what they see as a more democratic 
Swaziland. 


As the country moves towards this crucial change, the 
King himself has a few things he must do to put the 
country at a more positive footing. 


For starters, before he even announces the kick-off of 
the constitutional process he must fire a few people 
in Cabinet, starting no less with the Prime Minister 
himself, 


it © mow clear that the present Cabinet has failed to 
show a clear programme of action for the country and 
the nation is now yearning for a leader who will give 
people hope and a vision for the future. We need a man 
who will be able to handle the Kwaluseni group when 
they go out of line without upsetting the ship as we sail 
into the high seas. 


The constitution, as mentioned earlier on, will be a very 
important document for the country, and it could be a 
very long time before any changes can be made for 
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it. Therefore, the country cannot afford to make any 
mistakes. 


We need an assurance, for instance that it will not be 
hijacked by the Royal family as its own thing like they 
did with the Vusela exercises. [passage omitted] 


Swaziland: King Shares Platform With Union 
Leaders at Prayer Service 


MB! 103103596 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 11 Mar 96 pp I, 32 


(Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Lobamba — His Majesty King 
Mswati III says the recent stayaway has eroded investor 
confidence in Swaziland. Speaking during the national 
prayer service held at the Somhlolo Stadium yesterday 
the king said the stayaway has not only eroded external 
investor confidence but also that of Swazis. 


He appealed for a lasting solution to the stay-away. The 
Stay- away was called by the Swaziland Federation of 
Trade Unions (SFTU) to force government accede to 
political and labour demands. It was abandoned after an 
angry call for workers to return to work by His Majesty. 


Addressing over 2,000 Christians from all denomina- 
tions, the King said the prayer service was befitting be- 
cause God has shown love for Swaziland. He said when 
everything appeared to be failing to end the stayaway 
in January, God came up with a solution and expressed 
hope that the solution will prevail for a long time. 


The service which started in the morning was attended 
by among others Her Majesty, Indlovukazi [she ele- 
phant, referring ?0 the queen mother], who sang and 
danced with other women before departure. 


Members of the Royal family, emakhosikati (kings 
wives}, Cabinet Ministers and leaders of the SFTU were 
also in attendance. Secretary General of the SFTU, 
Mr Jan Sithole, sat next to civil servant, Mr Elliot 
Mkhatshwa and bus owner, Solomon Nxumalo. 


Mr Sithole occasionally took notes when sermons were 
delivered by the various pastors. His Majesty's address 
which lasted for about 20 minutes focused on the 
devastating stay-away. 


The King talked of demons who are making people do 
strange things. The King said God is the only weapon to 
fight against demons. He said it is only through prayer 
that the demons could be cast out. Political problems 
could also be solved through prayer. 


His Majesty appealed to the nation to make it a habit 
to always pray. "We should not wait until we have 
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problems. Even in good times, we must remember to 
give thanks to God, he said. 


The King said the nation should also thank God for 
the rains this season afler a few years in drought. 
His Majesty led the service with his favourite song, 
Siyabonga Jesu (Thanks Jesus) before delivering his 
address. 


Swaziland: Chief — Nominated Candidates To 
Replace Central Committee 


MB1 103095496 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 11 Mar 96 pp I, 2 


[Report by Sabelo Mamba] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The King’s powerful advisory 
council, the Central Committee, might be dissolved. It 
was gathered that the committee will be replaced by can- 
didates who will be nominated by chiefs. Chiefs from 
each region will nominate a total of eight candidates and 
among the candidates an Indvuna [chief] of Ludzidzini 
[royal palace] will be elected. 


This follows a meeting last week attended by chiefs 
from all over the country who had come to seek 
audience wiih the King. In an interview yesterday 
with one of the chiefs who attended the meeting, 
Chief Nguduza Matsebula of eMbangweni in Shiselweni 
confirmed having deliberated on the issue at Ludzidzini 
last week Monday. 


"In our meeting with the King last week Monday, it 
was resolved that we go and nominate people from 
our chiefdoms who will replace the Central Committee. 
The people to be nominated will serve the interest of 
residents in the various chiefdoms. A total: of eight 
people are to be nominated from each region. An 
Indvuna of Ludzidzini will be nominated from the same 
people who are to be nominated by us,” he said. 


Chief Nguduza accused the members of the committee 
of being useless, adding that they are the main source 
of the political instability in the country. 


Chief Nguduza blamed the Central Committee for 
allegedly dragging the name of the King into the mud. 
He said they want to make the King lose popularity. 


"“Thulisa nje utsi dvu! Sebacitsiwe. (Be silent for a 
while, they will be done away with). All these people 


are corrupt.” 


Chief Nguduza said people do not always have access to 
their King to deliberate on matters of concern because 
the committe stands in their way. He said as a result 
issues brought to the King’s attention, inchuding the 
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chieftaincy disputes, never fade away but rage on with 
no end in sight. 


Swaziland: SFTU Urges Repeal of ‘73 Decree 
Before Nominations 


MB1 103103296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 11 Mar 96 p 32 


[Report by Nkululeko Dlamini} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nhlangano — The Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions [SFTU] says Deputy Prime 
Minister [DPM] Dr Sishayi Nxumalo is not sincere in 
his call to organisations to nominate one representative 
into the constitutional draft committee. 


The or?anisation charged that the 1973 Decree which 
does not allow political meetings should first be totally 
removed before such a call could be made. 


This was said by SFTU's Secretary Genera! 'an Sithole, 
during an interview over the weekend. S'1U does not 
believe the sincerity in what the deputy prime minister 
said to the press as regards the constitution. 


"The reason is that in mid-February this year Chief 
Nhloko Zwane of Mpuluzi (on behalf of other chiefs) 
said they will evict those of their subjects who will 
engage in politics”. 

"The 19/3 Decree prohibits political meetings. If there 
is sincerity that there is intention to have all sectors of 
society participate in drafting the constitution, the decree 
should be removed first,” he said. He said the chief 
should withdraw the threat if they want their subjects to 
contribute positively to the process. 


He said even those members of political formations who 
may be privileged to be selected by the authorities to 
participate in the forum, will still need to be democrat- 
ically elected by their constituencies and should have a 
mandate. 


“This too can only happen if the 1973 Decree is removed 
and the 197z7blic Order Act nullified”. 


He stated that there is not even a time frame and dead- 
line for the process. He said that if it will be a demo- 
cratic process, representatives should be democratically 
elected and should report to their constituencies, but that 
cannot happen if the Decree in question is still there. 


"If the DPM is sincere, the following signs should 
happen. 

— removal of the Decree and Act in question. 

— registration of all organisations. 

— chiefs withdraw eviction threat. 
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— Organisations to determine the number of delegates 
per organisation in the forum. 


— definiteAentative time frame for the process. 


— interim authority to regulate and facilitate process (to 
be elected by formation), and, 


— The 1968 independence constitution to be used as a 
working document by the forum,” he said. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe: Opposition Candidates Lack Ruling 
Party’s Election Funding 


MB0803184896 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 8-14 Mar 96 p 25 


{Report by Brian Latham] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As Zimbabweans prepare for 
presidential elecuons on March 16 and 17, opposition 
parties lack even a fraction of the resources to pose a 
challenge to Robert Mugabe's government. 


Bishop Abel Muzorewa and the Reverend Ndabaningi 
Sithole are going to the polls as ill-prepared lambs to 
the slaughter. 


Apathy has gripped the nation as nobody doubts that 
Mugabe will, for the fifth consecutive time, make a 
clean sweep. 


Muzorewa’'s party headquarters, a pathetic litde office 
on the third floor of a run-down building in Harare’s city 
centre, lacks even a telephone. And his United Parties 
workers, peering over piles of cheap recycled paper, 
rarely know their leader's whereabouts. "He is a busy 
man, he is out campaigning,” they say. "We do not know 
when he will be back." 


And at the bishop's modest home on Harare’s outskirts, 
his matronly, affable wife tells a similar story as she 
takes time off from selling vegetables at her makeshift 
vendor's kiosk. "He is a busy man. He may be back 
soon, but the car is giving us problems.” The bishop is 
always “busy”. 


Sithole is also suffering setbacks. He has made a middle- 
Class suburban home his party headquarters and, while 
there is at least a telephone, there is also an air of 
defeat. Sithole has accused his wife, Vesta, of working 
against him by colluding with Mugabe's ruling ZANU- 
PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front). 


The utter hopelessness of the opposition's bid for 
adership is exacerbated by Zimbabwe's notorious 
Political Parties Finance Act which gives the ruling 
party R12.S-million [rands} a year from the state's 
coffers. 
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No other party benefits from state funding, nor do they 
profit from the use of government helicopters, trans- 
port and blatant propejanda from the state-controlled 
media. Mugabe enjoys all these benefits and uses them 
unashamedly. He also has a massive civil service and 
the shadowy Central Intelligence Organisation working 
for his party's self-perpetuation. 


So while Muzorewa and Sithole beaver away with their 
lieutenants, fretting over !imited resources and inade- 
quate funding, Mugabe flits effortlessly around Zim- 
babwe attending rallies organised by faceless bureau- 
crats. Anc while Mugabe's campaign is reported on by 
fawning party hacks, the opposition faces ill-disguised 
antagonism from Zimbabwe's muzzled media. 


Both Sithole and Muzorewa know the battle is lost. 
While both men claim two million supporters, Mu- 
zorewa concedes he “believes in miracles,” implying 
that only a miracle will get him into Zimbabwe's State 
House. 


In reality not even Mugabe can claim two million sup- 
porters. Political discontent may be rife in Zimbabwe, 
but the absence of any real alternative to Mugabe has 
bred an all-pervasive indifference towards politics. 


While history shows that ZANU-PF is not above chi- 
canery ai the ballot box, this month's presidential elec- 
tions will prove that vote-rigging will not be required. 
ZANU-PF’s grip on the country is so strong, and its 
tentacles spread so far into all sectors of society, that 
Mugabe is safe for at least one more five-year term. 


Zimbabwe: Opposition Parties Criticize Mugabe's 
Election Opponents 

MB1003131396 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 

1800 GMT 9 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} A grouping of Zimbabwe's 
four opposition parties which boycotted the general and 
presidential elections says Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole 
and Bishop Muzorewa must siop fooling the nation 
as they don’t seem to be leading legitimate opposition 
parties. 


Speaking at a joint conference, the leaders of the Na- 
tional Democratic Union, the Front for Popular Democ- 
racy, the Forum Party, and the Democratic Party said 
the two competing against President Robert Mugabe are 
old timers. Dr. Wurayayi Zembe, secretary of the Demo- 
cratic Party, said the United Party and Ndonga are a 
betrayal to the nation because they chose to compete 
in an election when the constitutional ground is still 
uneven. (Alrois Masepe), secretary general of the Front 
for Popular Democracy, said the opposition party group- 
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ing will continue to fight for Zimbabwe's constitution 
to be changed so that it encompasses internationally- 
recognized democratic principles. 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe, Nkomo, Others Campaign in 
Elections 


MB0903202296 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 9 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The first secretary and presi- 
dent of ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front], Comrade Mugabe, says the country’s 
educational system should have a forward-looking pol- 
icy which will result in the creation of appropriate A- 
level schools and tertiary institutions of learning. 


Addressing his third campaign rally in Bulawayo at the 
city hall today, Comrade Mugabe said the shortage of 
schools which offer A levels is a nationwide problem. 
On the issue of water, which is Bulawayo’s major 
problem, Comrade Mugabe said while the feasibility 
studies for the Zambezi water project are still being 
carried out, other projects such as the Gwai-Shangani 
river dam should go ahead. 


Comrade Mugabe also said the government is working 
at creating funds which should attract low interest rates 
which should be used to finance such small enterprises. 
He said commercial banks in the country are profiteering 
from excessive interest rates which they charge, adding 
that legislation is being worked out to allow the Reserve 
Bank to be the final overseer. Addressing his last 
campaign rally in Bulawayo, Comrade Mugabe said the 
government is committed to do more to improve the 
living standards of the majority of Zimbabweans. 


The second secretary and vice president of ZANU- 
PF, Comrade Simon Muzenda, took his presidential 
campaign trail to (Dziwaratse) this afternoon, where he 
told people that the nation cannot afford to lose the 
leadership of a man who has brought peace and unity 
to the country and the region. Comrade Muzenda said 
two opposition leaders who are challenging Comrade 
Mugabe in the forthcoming presidential election want 
to experiment by running a country, and yet they do not 
have the credentials to do so. 


The second secretary and vice president of ZANU-PF, 
Dr. Joshua Nkomo, says Zimbabweans should work 
closely with the ruling party so that the wealth of the 
country can be transferred from the minority white com- 
munity to majority blacks. Speaking at a presidential 
campaign rally at Shibuko stadium in Chitimbiza today, 
Comrade Nkomo said the youths of this country will 
never forgive the leadership of the country if nothing is 


is prohidited without permission of the copyright owners. 


20 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


done to empower them economically. Dr. Nkomo said 
the leadership is also worried about the cultural erosion 
which is in our society today. 


Meanwhile, a member of the ZANU-PF Central Com- 
mittee, Comrade Robert Marere, said the participation 
in the presidential election by Bishop Abel Muzorewa 
and Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole is good for the coun- 
try because it will show the world that Zimbabweans 
are united behind the ruling party. 


Zimbabwe: Mugabe Attacks Industrialists in 
Campaign 

MB1003200896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1042 GMT 10 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} OLD NIC, Zimbabwe, March 
10 SAPA-AFP — President Robert Mugabe took his 
bid for a fourth straight term to the heart of Zimbabwe's 
western Mata eleland province with a fierce attack on 
industrialists he accused of sabotaging the economy. 


A week ahead of the presidential election on March 16- 
17, he told a rally at this gold mine that many of the 
pre-independence white-owned companies were run by 
“crooks” who abused economic privileges ushered in by 
reforms. 


He said his government had responded positively to 
calls for the abolition of stringent foreign exchange, 
price and labour controls which impeded growth and 
development during the early days of independence 
from Britain. 


But it also overlooked the fact some of the industrialists 
were “crooks.” “While others were honest, many are 
of dishonest, crookish personalities," Mugabe told a 
crowd of some 400 supporters here on the outskirts of 
Bulawayo, the country’s second largest city. 


His government has just ended a five-year phase [words 
indistinct] market-oriented economic reforms — widely 
blamed for economic hardships. 


Singling out two large textile companies, Mugabe 
accused industrialists of deliberately sabotaging the 
economy through the illegal siphoning of funds and 
diversion of machinery to neighbouring countries. To 
increase their profit margins, he said, these companies 
were laying off workers, resulting in a disenchanted 
electorate blaming the government and its economic 
reform programme for their plight. 


Unofficial statistics put unemployment at about 50 
percent, and economists estimate that, while some 
800,000 workers lost their jobs since the launch of 
western-backed reforms five years ago, only 100,000 
new jobs were created over the same period. 
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Mugabe's two challengers are capitalising on economic 
and social frustration to drum up support, saying he has 
mismanaged the economy by beating a socialist path for 
his first 10 years in office before switching to a market- 
based reform for the las! five. 


But Mugabe recently castigated the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF), a main sponsor of reforms, for trying 
to dictate to Zimbabwe how to run its economy. "Expe- 
rience has shown that it’s not all gold from IMF, there 
is a lot of poison from it too,” he told state television 
last week. 


Last September the IMF withheld a tranche of funds for 
the reforms to force the government to honour a pledge 
on fiscal discipline and lower spending. 


Mugabe is expected to emerge an easy victor against 
his rivals, former prime minister and retired Methodist 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa and the veteran nationalist 
Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole. 


Muzorewa has promised to drop economic reforms and 
do away with the “lavish spending” of Mugabe, who for 
his rally here travelled in a 17-car convoy while many 
of his foreign trips have been criticised as unnecessary. 


The president's main worry has been voter apathy, and 
he has often stressed the need for significant voter 
turnout to give a victory credibility. 


"Africans are corrupt, [words indistinct] we choose new 
leadership they will want to fill their pockets first...and 
it would be like that if we keep changing them. A old 
wife is better than a new wife,” said Peter Dube, a retired 
truck driver. 


Zimbabwe: ZANU-PF Officials Address 
Presidential Campaign Rallies 


MB1103052896 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 10 Ma: 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The second secretary and vice 
president of ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National 
Union-Patriotic Front], Dr. Joshua Nkomo, has said 
Zimbabweans should be proud of being African and 
should not emulate Western culture. Addressing a 
presidential campaign rally in Harare today, Dr. Nkomo 
said parents should not encourage their children to speak 
in English in their homes, as this further erodes the 
country’s cultural values. He said youths should realize 
that they are tomorrow's leaders and should not work 
hand-in-hand with current leaders to ensure a smooth 
handover of power. [sentence as heard) He also urged 
Zimbabweans to rally behind Comrade Robert Mugabe 
during the forthcoming presidential elections, whom he 
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described as a tireless man who has the nation’s interests 
at heart. 


The second secretary and vice president of ZANU-PF, 
Comrade Simon Muzenda, says Zimbabweans should 
not vote for Ndabaningi Sithole and Abel Muzorewa, 
because the two do not have impressive political track 
records. Addressing hundreds of ZANU-PF supporters 
in Mbare today, Comrade Muzenda said Reverend 
Sithole abandoned the liberation struggle while Bishop 
Muzorewa had ianocent people killed in (Tembwe) in 
Mozambique during the liberation war. He said the 
nation should not vote for such people, adding that 
Zimbabweans should support Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
who brought un.:y to the country and the region. 


The ZANU-PF national chairman, Comrade Joseph 
Msika, says, had it not been for the policy of na- 
tional reconciliation which was adopted by Zimbabwe 
at independence in 1980, Ndabaningi Sithole and Abel 


Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole and United Parties leader 
Bishop Abel Muzorewa should be thankful that Pres- 
ident Mugabe, whom they are challenging, was kind 
enough to let them go free. He said the two opposition 
leaders betrayed the liberation struggle by joining hands 
with lan Smith, who had declared that he would never 
see rule in Zimbabwe during his lifetime. Com- 
rade Msika said Comrade Mugabe is a tried and tested 
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leader who has the respect of leaders in Southern Africa, 
the Organization of African Unity, and the United Na- 
tions. He urged the people to turn out in their millions 
to vote for President Mugabe. 


Zimbabwe: Government Restricts Use of Absentee 
Ballots 


MB0803195096 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Zimbabweans who are work- 
ing abroad, but not with the country’s diplomatic mis- 
sions, will not be allowed to vote during the forthcoming 
presidential elections scheduled for the 16th and 17th of 
this month because the government has decided to cut 
down on the number of postal votes. 


Addressing a meeting of constituency registrars, election 
supervisors, and presiding officers in Mutare today, 
the registrar general, Comrade Tobiawa Mudede, said 
the move was taken following a number of problems 
with the acceptance of postal votes, especially those 
from outside the country. Comrade Mudede, who is 
part of the five-member election directorate, said for 
the first time postal votes will only be allowed from 
Zimbabweans working in diplomatic missions and their 
spouses, and members of the police and the Army on 
United Nations-sponsored peace missions outside the 
country. 
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Benin "It is in view of all that during the second round of 

the presidential elections, Adema and myself as well 

Benin: Two Party Leaders Urge Support for as the parties that supported my candidacy call on 
Kerekou; One Backs Sogio you to massively use Mathieu Kerekou's ball«’ paper 


AB1003185296 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
1930 GMT 9 Mar 96 


(Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Announcer] Bruno Amous- 
sou, leader of the Front for a Democratic Alternative in 
Africa [Adema] and candidate for the 3 March presi- 
dential election, has called on those who supported him 
in the first round of the presidential elections to vote for 
Mathieu Kerekou on 17 March. The decision was made 
this afternoon after a meeting of the Adema and was 
announced to national and international newsmen at the 
headquarters of the Impress- Informatique Corporation 
at Guinkome in Cotonou. Let us listen to an excerpt of 
Mr. Amoussou's statement: 


{Amoussou} "! would like to sincerely thank all those 
who put their confidence in me in the 3 March presi- 
dential elections. Activists of the Adema member par- 
ties and nonmember parties, activists of associations and 
movements as well as citizens supporting democratic 
ideal and concerned about abuse of authority, you have, 
through your votes, reinforced my determination to con- 
tinue the struggle to guarantee for each and everyone, 
mainly our youth, equal chance, equitable access to pub- 
lic social services, and the preservation of national her- 
itage. It is because of those ideals of justice and freedom 
that five years ago, I called on you to vote for change 
because I was convinced that a new era would be open 


to our country. 


“In spite of the daily difficulties, labor organizations 
have adopted an attitude of great (?understanding) 
by adapting their demands to the prevailing situation. 
Heads of enterprises have made many proposals toward 
reactivating the private sector. Farmers have always 
contributed fully to the country’s economic recovery. 
Purthermore, they tried to put in place independent pro- 
fessional organizations capable of becoming true social 
partners. Army and security forces personnel demon- 
strated a strong support for the democratic process and 
their total readiness to strive for its reinforcement. How- 
ever, all those well-meaning people finally realized that 
the head of state no longer wanted to manage public 
affairs in conjunction with political and labor forces as 
well as the civil society. Solitary management of state 
authority was gradually established and strengthened to 
such an extent that questioning the head of state's infal- 
libility results necessarily in severe punishment of any 
bold citizen. [passage omitted] 


to clearly say that you reject the system whereby the 
State has become a private affair. We also call on 
you to use Kerekou's ballot paper to express your 
will with the view of preserving national unity and 
cohesion. We also call on you to use it to express 
your adhesion to a new transitional period that will 
enable us to implement the Constitution, to help the 
institutions function harmoniously, and to take — in 
consultation and dialogue — all the measures that will 
help democracy last in our country.” 


{Announcer} Similarly, the Party of Democratic Re- 
newal [PRD] of Advien Houngbedji and its activists will 
vote for Mr. Kerekou in the second round of presidential 
elections. The decision was made this morning by the 
national executive committee of the party joined by the 
party's parliamentarians. let us listen to the statement 
read by PRD Chairman Houngbedji: 


[Houngbedji] “Dear compatriots, pending the results 
to b* officially proclaimed soon by the Constitutional 
Court, I can say that about 400,000 voters trusted me 
as they found satisfactory my party's manifesto that I 
defended during the recent electoral campaign. | thank 
all those who, despite the difficult conditions in which 
the poll took place, enabled the PRD to make progress in 
all the country's prefectures. By giving about two-thirds 
of the total votes cast to the candidates of the opposition, 
Beninese voters demonstrated that they were expecting 
a true change in government policy. The message that 
came out of the ballot boxes is clear. 


“During the second round of the elections, we will 
choose our next president of the Republic between two 
men well known to all. Concerning this choice, only the 
superior interests of the nation should prevail. There is, 
therefore, the need to come back to what is essential 
— that is the major challenge before our people — 
and select the candidate with the best guaranties of 
succeeding. The consolidation of our national unity is 
today a sacred mission. The Beninse nation is still 
fragile and the risks of exclusion and division still exist. 
Our next president should have the will of completing 
the reconciliation of the country with itself and should 
be at the head of our state a man of tolerance and 
dialogue. [passage omitted] To live up to the legitimate 
expectations of our people and meet their aspirations, 
we need a man who, thanks to his experience and his 
assessing abilities before events, has a full knowledge of 
the difficult mission awaiting him. In my opinion, Mr. 
Kerekou today embodies these guarantees, because in 
1990 he succeeded in considering the superior interest 
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of the nation. That is why | call on all Beninese men 
and women to now vote for Mr. Kerekou on 17 March, 
that is, to vote for the second rour.i candidate capable 
of making Benin a more united, solidaristic, and more 


engaged in consolidating democracy. | thank you." 


{Announcer} As you can see, Messrs. Amoussou and 
Howigbedji have called on the people to vote for 
Kerekou, but for his part, Leandre Kouessan Djagoue, 
chairman of the Liberal Democrats-Heviosso, called on 
his party's activists after the publication of the results 
of the first round of the presidential elections, to vote 
for Mr. Soglo in the second round. Let us listen to him 
explaining his decision to Pascal Yorou: 


(Djagoue) “I would like to call on all those who [words 
indistinct), and I would tell them that the candidate I will 
ask them to vote for has agreed to take into account 
part of our concerns, that is part of my manifesto. | 
believe in what he told me, because he is man who 
cannot deceive the Beninese people; he cannot deceive 
us, because he has always been responsible, and he did 
his best for this country. | mean Nicephore Dieudonne 
Soglo. I, therefore, call on all those who voted for 
me to join me and vote massively on 17 March by 
choosing the white ballot paper with an effigy inserted 
in a Benin under construction: that is, Mr. Soglo’s ballot 
paper. We should do everything possible to prevent the 
reopening of the Presidential Palace II and the r<\um 
to the political scene of Mohamed Cisse, that Malian 
Citizen and fortune- teller who was appointed minister 
of state in our country under the Kerekou regime and 
who used to reside in that palace.” 


[Announcer] Mr. Djagoue's appeal also goes to the other 
candidates — namely, Lionel Agbo, Pascal Fantodji as 
well as Messrs. Amoussou and Houngbedji. Let us listen 
to Mr. Djagoue again: 


[Djagoue} “I also appeal to all my counterparts who 
failed to reach the second round to imitate me so that 
together, we get mobilized, and mobilize all the voters 
for the triumph of truth on 17 March.” 


Benia: Coert Announces Final Results of 
Presidential Elections 


AB/ 103082996 Cotonou Office de 
Television du Benin Radio in French 
0615 GMT 11 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Constitutional Court iast 
night published the official results of the 3 March 
presidential elections in Benin. President Sogio obtained 
35.69 percent of the votes cast; Mathieu Kerekou, 33.94 
percent; Adrien Houngbedji, 19.71 percent; and Bruno 
Amoussou, 7.76 percent. 
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Now that the results are known, what remains is the 
timetable for the election campaign for the second 
round of the presidential elections. Meanwhile, the two 
candidates for the second round — Nicephore Soglo 
and Mathieu Kerekou — are preparing hard for the next 
decisive phase of the presidential elections. 


Liberia 


Liberia: Fighting Erupts Between NPFL, Johnson’s 
Fighters in Kakata 

AB0803175096 Paris AFP in French 

1444 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Monrovia, 8 Mar (AFP) — 
Fighting erupted this morning between fighters of 
Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
[NPFL} and “General” Roosevelt Johnson's supporters 
in Kakata (SS km northeast of Monrovia), military 
sources disclosed in Monrovia. 


General Gabriel Anyankpele, chief of staff of the Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group [ECOMOG)], the African peacekeep- 
ing force, told AFP in a telephone interview that the 
fighting erupted at dawn and was still going on at noon. 
He was however unable to give further details. 


"General" Roosevelt Johnson, the dismissed leader of 
the Krahn-wing of the United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia [as received — ULIMO- 
K], confirmed to AFP that there had been clashes. 
He said NPFL fighters launched an offensive against 
ULIMO-K positions in the Kakata buffer zone “without 
any reason.” He further confirmed that hostilities were 
continuing but said he had not been informed of any 
possible casualties. 


Yesterday, elements loyal to “General” Johnson 
mounted roadblocks in Kakata, which is between Mon- 
rovia and Gbarnga, (160 km northeast of Monrovia) 
and the NPFL headquarters. The action was in protest 
against the search of their leader's home in Monrovia 
ordered by the Council of State, the transitional col- 
lective presidency, which had also decided to relieve 
Roosevelt Johnson of his post as minister of rural 
development for “blatant insubordination.” 


In the first instance, 300 ECOMOG soldiers had to 
abandon the house search when they came face to face 
with several hundreds of ULIMO-K soldiers, armed 
with machetes and ready for a fight. 


According to Justice Minister Francis Garlawolo, the 
house search was finally conducted following the medi- 
ation of African diplomats, government representatives, 
and UN military observers. Several weapons, including 
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15 anti-tank rocket launchers were seized at “General” 
Johnson's home. However, the minister disclosed at a 
news conference that the weapons seized were not “sub- 
stantial” and were not a threat to the security of Mon- 
rovia residents. “This is why ECOMOG soldiers were 
ordered to withdraw,” he stated. 


ECOMOG sources stated that the soldiers did not resort 
to force because “General” Johnson's men were holding 
an observer of the UN Observer Mission in Liberia, as 
well as an American and a Cerman hostage in Kakata. 
The three men were released following the withdrawal 
of ECOMOG soldiers and they went to Monrovia, UN 
sources disclosed. 


These fresh incidents involving ULIMO-K come at a 
time when there are dissensions within the faction. The 
faction has been led by Roosevelt Johnson since March 
1994. On 3 March, the ULIMO-K Executive Council 
announced the dismissal of its founding chairman, 
accusing him of hampering the peace process. "General" 
Johnson has refused to accept the dismissal. Meanwhile, 
his successor, William Karyee, has been appointed and 
has been recognized by the Council of State as the new 
ULIMO-K leader. 


ULIMO-K is one of the seven signatory factions to the 
peace accord of 19 August 1995, which was supposed 
to have put an end to the Liberian civil war that has 
claimed the lives of 150,000 people since December 
1989. 


Liberta: Council Split Over Johnson Suspension as 
Fighting Continues 

ABO803 180496 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] There are reports of fighting 
around the town of Kakata, north of the Liberian capi- 
tal, Monrovia. It apparently involves forces of Roosevelt 
Johnson's ULIMO-) (United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia-Johnson) and Charles Taylor's 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia). It follows 
the dramatic events of yesterday when Roosevelt John- 
son, allegedly sacked by his commanders and then sus- 
pended from his ministerial post by the ruling council, 
was besieged in his house in Monrovia by peacekeeping 
forces wanting to search it for weapons. On the Kakata 


Military sources, who arrived in Monrovia this after- 
noon, said the fight erupted at dawn and was continu- 
ing, sencing panic-stricken residents fleeing towards the 
nearby base camp of the African force. It 
is not clear which of the factions started the fighting, but 
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controversial ULIMO leader Roosevelt Johnson said his 
Krahn rebels were battling attackers from Charles Tay- 
lor’s NPFL. There has been no reaction from Taylor's 
NPFL, which shares a common border with Johnson's 
loyalists in Kakata, 54 miles north of the capital. 


Johnson, who was deposed nearly a week ago and was 
subsequently suspended from the transitional govern- 
ment, said in a broadcast here that he has been trying to 
contact Taylor to help stop the fighting, but was ready 
to repel any attack from any quarter. The fighting is 
said to be going on in a suburb previously occupied by 
peacekeeping troops, who pulled out of the area two 
months ago. 


Protracted hostilities in the Kakata area, which connects 
Monrovia to the central Liberian town of Gbarnga by 
road, is bound to lead to the shortage of farm produce 
in the capital, already swarming with more than one 
million people. 


Meanwhile, the suspension of Rooseveli Johnson from 
the government has sparked off a fresh split within 
Liberia's six-member ruling council with council mem- 
ber George Boley disassociating himself from the deci- 
sion today. At a press conference this afternoon, Boley 
described Johnson's suspension as a potentially danger- 
ous precedent saying, the council has no right to suspend 


any member «* any faction in the government. 


Liberia: NPFL Dislodges ULIMO-] Troops From 
Kakata-Gbarnga Highway 

ABO0903 130396 Paris AFP in English 

1251 GMT 09 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, March 9 (AFP) 
— Militia loyal to Charles Taylor have “flushed out" 
rival fighters of Roosevelt Johnson from the Kakata- 
Gbarnga highway following a day of clashes, military 
sources said Saturday. 


The chief of staff of the African peace-keeping force 
(ECOMOG), Brigadier General Gabriel Anyankpele, 
told AFP in a telephone interview the fighting, which 
Friday started at dawn between Taylor's National Patri- 
otic Front of Liberia (NPFL) and Johnson's Krahn wing 
of the United Liberation (ULIMO-J), “has ended.” 


He said “NPFL fighters were now in control of the road” 
from Kakata, 55 kilometers northeast of Monrovia and 
NPFL Gbarnga headquarters in central Liberia. 


Anyankpele said hundreds of civilian fugitives and some 
retreating ULIMO-) fighters were seeking refuge on the 
base of the peacekeepers deployed in Kakata 


“General” Johnson, who was deposed as leader of 
the movement by a dissident group, Friday accused 
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NPPL fighters of launching “an unprovoked attack” on 
ULIMO-) positions near Kakata. 


Other military sources told AFP both sides suffered 
casualties, but provided no toll. 


The fighting erupted a day after ULIMO-J fighters set 
up roadbrocks in Kakata upon hearing ECOMOG troops 
were about to search Johnson's home for arms and 
warlike materials. [passage omitted) 


seems increasingly a figment of fantasy. Since the 
swearing in of the Interim Government, rival factions 


of ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Libera- 
tion in Liberia) have been fighting each other in the 
northwest; the LPC [Liberian Peace Council] and the 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia) have been 
having battles in the southeast, and this week, fighting 
has erupted at Kakata, on the main road from Monrovia 
to the northeast town of Gbarnga. It was between the 
ULIMO-J faction of Roosevelt Johnson, who has re- 
cently been dismissed by some of his commandos and 
ministerial post by the ruling Council 
and the NPFL forces of Charles Taylor. Now, it seems 
the conflict has spread to Bong Mine. From Monrovia, 
Peleyle .elexed this report: 
peacekeeping troops returning from 
the battle for Bong Mine began carly this 
taking of Kakata by NPFL 
afternoon. Reports say artillery sounds 
the road leading to Bongo Mine 
o'clock this morning, the mining 
a battle ground. 


continued to move in reinforcements 
flared up yesterday. The exact casualty 
sides are not known but wounded fight- 
coming into Monrovia since yesterday. 
of civilians, tracked by the fighting, were evac- 
to the NPFL headquarters in Gbarnga by heavily- 
NPFL militiamen yesterday. 
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The road blocks had been erected in protest at the re- 
cent decision to dismiss General Johnson as leader of 
the Krahn wing of ULIMO. They were intended to pre- 
vent NPFL leader, Charles Taylor, who has expressed 
support for the action against Johnson, from passing 
through Kakata to reach his Gbarnga headquarters. 


One eyewitness said, when Johnson's loyalists blocked 
the highway yesterday morning, ordinary commuters 
were charged 1,000 Liberian dollars each before passing 
through Kakata. It was in the process of demolishing the 
road blocks that NPFL and ULIMO-J fighters went into 
action yesterday morning, the eye-witness added. 


Liberia: Taylor Controls Areas Around Kakata, 
Bong Mine 

AB1103105296 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 11 Mar 96 


(From the "Network Africa” program hosted by Rick 
Wells) 


(FBIS ‘Transcribed Text] In Liberia, the town of 
Kakata, 15 miles from Monrovia, is now controlled 
by Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia) faction. The town was previovisly held by the 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia-Johnson) faction, but they lost it in a bloody 
battle over the weekend. The NPFL leader has been 
quoted us saying the town can be handed over to the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group) peacekeeping 
force later today. ECOMOG is currently sheltering 
more than 200 ULIMO-] fighters who surrendered over 
the weekend. Earlier, | called up our reporter Budu 
Kaiser who has just returned to Monrovia from Kakata. 
I asked him what the town of Kakata was looking like 
at the moment: 


(Begin recording) [Kaiser] The town itself has been 
completely deserted and is awash with debris and 
splashes of blood, but it is not clear of whom. Just 
minutes after Charles Taylor left Kakata on Saturday (9 
March], his fighters went on a looting spree and looted 
every home and every shop that was visible. 


{Wells} So what do you think prompted this battle for 
Kakata? 


(Kaiser) Well, Kakata itself is a strategic town which 
links most parts of Liberia's interior, and it also leads to 
Taylor's NPFL headquarters in central Liberia. He said 
he had to move in to safeguard this place because he 
had information that Johnson was planning to attack his 
forces in that area and then block the road completely. 
So he said he had to move in to safeguard that place. 
He has promised that by Monday {11 March], that is 
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today, he would hand back the area to a new ULIMO-J 
leadership and the African peacekeeping troops to make 
way for the establishment of some stable administration 
in that area, but given the history of the Liberian civil 
war, you know that most of the faction leaders have 
made promises and reneged. So we have to wait and 
see what today, to see whether he is actually 
going to hand back this place. 


{Wells} ULIMO-) is clearly in a bit of a mess at the 
moment. We saw last week Roosevelt Johnson losing 
his leadership. Do you think that was in fact more of 
an opportunistic attack by Charles Taylor? He saw the 
Opportunity to move in while things were in a mess. 


(Kaiser) Well, that's the question that many people are 
asking. Many people are still skeptical aboui Taylor's 
action. Some see it as a way of gaining more grounds, 
and perhaps pave his way to Monrovia. 


{Wells} Yes, you.... [pauses) | mean, if that is the case, 
aren't there other areas held by ULIMO-J that he might 
now go for? 


(Kaiser) Well, information I have been able to gather so 
far say that his troops have moved into a nearby town, 
(Bafode), and Bong Mine, which are just close to Kakata 
and have been able to take over. So at the moment his 
forces are in complete control of those places. 


Wells} So, why has he now given Kakata back to 
ULIMO-J, albeit under a new leadership? 


[Kaiser] Well, he said that the new leadership has been 
partially recognized by the transitional government, 
which he is also a member of, and he feels comfortable 
dealing with that new leadership. He said the new 
leadership would have to work with ECOMOG to 
make way for some stable administration in that area. 
Apparently too, it would mean that he can perhaps be 
able to pull this new leadership around, given the fact 
that he has been able to be the one he has done the job 
for them. So he would sort of have some influence over 
the new group. [end recording] 


Niger 
Niger: Rebel Group Reportedly Declares Unilateral 
Cease-Fire 


AB0803 183396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(From the African news) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] One of the main Tuareg rebel! 
groups in Niger has declared a month-long unilateral 
cease-fire to try to bring negotiations with the author- 
ities on the implementing the peace agreement signed 
last April to a successful conclusion. A statement by 
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the Coordination of Armed Resistance (CRA) said mil- 
itary action would resume if nothing was achieved. A 
spokesman of the group told the BBC that the CRA had 
earlier suspended a tnice because it felt the government 
was slow at implementing the agreement. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Official Criticizes U.S. Over Drug Control 
Issue 


AB0803183996 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria says its fight against 
the (?new) [word indistinct] in narcotics is aimed at 
protecting the image of the country. Speaking in Abuja, 
the special adviser to the head of state on drugs and 
financial crimes, Ambassador Adamu Mohammed, said 
the objective of government's policy on drugs was in 
line with her responsibilities to the people. 


Ambassador Adamu Mohammed was reacting to the 
particularization of Nigeria by the United States as 
one of the five countries that failed to make progress 
against illicit drug trafficking. He recalled efforts made 
by Nigeria to cooperate with other countries to find ways 
of fighting drug trafficking worldwide. 


_ In addition, he said Nigeria has cooperated with coun- 


tries, especially the U.S. and the [word indistinct] to 
extradite drug offenders. The special adviser expressed 
disappointment with the U.S. for its lack of (2exchange) 
{words indistinct) memorandum of understanding on 
mutual cooperation on drug control. He explained that 
the U.S. Government was yet to respond or give any 
assistance (0 Nigeria's law enforcement agency in the 
areas of drugs and financial crimes. Ambassador Adamu 
accused the U.S. of using the drug issue to blackmail 
Nigeria and other countries perceived not to be serving 
the interests of the U.S. Government. 


Nigeria: Abacha Urges ‘Peaceful Resolution’ to 
Bakassi Dispute 

AB0803220796 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] In Abuja last night, Head of 
State General Sani Abacha said Nigeria condemns the 
recourse to threat or violence as forms of political 
expression. He said so in a speech at a banquet he gave 
in honor of Niger Republic's Head of State Colonel 
Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, who was in Abuja on a two- 
day visit. State House correspondent Chris Ngwu has 
the details: 


[Begin recording] [Ngwu] The head of state's conden- 
nation of the use of threat and violence for resoiving 
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political conflicts could be tied to the Nigeria-Cameroon 
experience over the disputed Bakassi Peninsula. 


{Abacha] We believe that peaceful settlement and di- 
alogue are the best means of resolving conflicts and 
misunderstanding between [word indistinct) nations. It 
is in this context that we reiterate our commitment to 
peaceful resolution of the present boundary dispute 
our country and Cameroon over the Bakassi 
This dispute need not resus in open con- 
bearing in mind the close historic and cultural 
links which exist between our peoples. I once more urge 
that as Africans, we should, in all circumstances, use the 
appropriate mechanisms existing within our continent to 
f. id lasting solutions to our disputes. 


(Ngwu] Gen. Abacha told his guest, Col. Barre Mainas- 
sara, that their two countries should continue to work to 
strengthen what he called the long-standing ties between 
Niger and Nigeria. On a wider international level, Gen. 
Abacha said that though the world has become a global 


it 


he called powerful ones to stop interfering in the inter- 
nal affairs of the lesser ones. 


[The] Niger head of state, in his response to Gen. 
Abacha’s speech, praised the Nigerian Government 
for its sympathetic understanding of recent political 
developments in (the) Niger Republic. He said Nigeria 
and Niger should not only work to strengthen ties 
between them but should also work for the integration 
of the West African subregion. Col. Ibrahim Barre 
[Mainassara} today attended the Jumat (Friday) service 
at the National Mosque in Abuja in the company of 
Gen. Abacha before flying back to his country. [end 


AB0803201996 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 8 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) The Federal Government has 
restated its commitment to the full implementation 
of the agreement establishing the Nigeria-Niger Joint 
Commission for Cooperation. The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, gave the assurance yesterday in Abuja al a 
state dinner in honor of the Niger leader, Colonel Barre 
Mainassara. The Nigeria-Niger Commission was set up 
by the governments of the two countries to explore areas 
of cooperation for the mutual benefit of their citizens. 


Gen. Abacha recalled that last year, the ministers of 
the two countries met to identify problems confronting 
the two countries and find solutions under a joint com- 
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mission. Gen. Abacha said Nigeria has been following 
current developments in the Niger Republic with keen 
interest. 


Responding, Col. Mainassara called for mutual coopera- 
tion among African countries in spite of obstacles put in 
their way by colonial powers. The dinner was attended 
by the chief of general staff, Major General Oladipo 
Diya, ministers, state administrators, and members of 
the diplomatic corps. 


Nigeria: Communique on Niger President 
Mainasara’s Visit 

AB0803224696 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria and Niger Republic 
have rounded up bilateral talks between them. In a 
communique issued after the talks, the two heads of 
state, General Sani Abacha of Nigeria and Colonel 
Ibrahim Mainassara Barre [as heard) of Niger Republic, 
discussed a wide range of bilateral, regional, and 
international issues. Nigeria's foreign affairs minister, 
Chief Tom Ikimi, who read the communique in the 
presence of his Nigerien counterpart, Monsieur Bazoum 
Mohamed [as heard], said the two heads of state 
expressed satisfaction for the direction of relations 
between Nigeria and Republic. Chief Ikimi has more 
on the highlights of the decisions reached at the talks: 


(Begin Ikimi recording] On the regional !evel, the two 
heads of state reviewed the activities of the Lake Chad 
Basin Commission in its efforts to harness the resources 
of the basin for the overall benefit of meinber states. 
They reviewed the state of border relations among all 
member countries of the commission and renewed their 
determination to strive for a peaceful resolution of any 
border disputes in the Lake Chad area. 


The two heads of state reviewed recent events that 
have occurred in Niger. They expressed confidence 
that the heroic people of Niger have the capacity and 
commitment to take their destiny in their own hands. In 
this connection, they commended the efforts so far made 
by the Government of Niger in tackling the pressing 
challenges which the nation faces at this time. 


The two leaders reviewed general developments in the 
world scene and their implications for Africa. They wel- 
comed the perversive tendency towards democracy in 
the world. They, however, observed that for a demo- 
cratic culture of government to take root and guarantee 
peace and stability in Africa it should reflect the his- 
torical experiences and sociopolitical circumstances of 
the people. The two leader: also reaffirmed the need 
for concerted action by Airican countries to tackle the 


[peetaoed sines snlean o oe ome ing and di 
s without son of the owners. 


28 WEST AFRICA 


ever-increasing sociopolitical and economic problems 

ing their countries, in accordance with the La- 
gos Plan of Action of 1980 and the Cairo Agenda for 
Action 1995. 


They renewed their resolve to accord full attention to a 
number of priority areas aimed at strengthening bilateral 
ties between the two countries. To this end, they com- 
mended the decisions made at the 25th session of the 
Council of Ministers of Nigeria-Niger Joint Commis- 
sion held in Zinder in May 1995 to promote develop- 
ment projects in several areas including agriculture, wa- 
ter resources, and electricity supply, desertification, wa- 
ter hyacinths and pest control, international road links, 
and telecommunications. [end recording) 


Nigeria: Exiled NADECO Officials Call For 
Boycott of Local Elections 


AB0803220996 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 8 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Officials in exile of the National 


Nigerian Armed Forces, and two former ministers, Bo- 
laji Akinyem: and Raphael Uwechuwe. The collective 
of the opposition groups, namely Campaign for Democ- 
racy, olin & Gs ate wing of the opposition, also 
ey ee oe ee ote oe 
tions. For their part, the NADECO officials in Nigeria 
o> af given no instructions to their activists con- 
the elections. 


communique, the NADECO officials in exile 

international community not to 

to deceive them by responding 

a possible invitation by the regime to send observers 

Nigeria to supervise the local elections. At the 
the 
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‘high turnout of voters for the 
diiein Gnete eats alle te Gn examen. So, why 
agree to be involved in this fraud, the NADECO pointed 
out? 
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Sierra Leone 


Sterra Leone: Government Soldiers Attack Major 
Rebel Base, Kill 35 


ABO0903141596 Paris AFP in French 
1150 GMT 9 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Freetown, 9 Mar (AFP) — 
The Sierra Leonean Army, supported by Nigerian and 
Guinean soldiers, yesterday attacked a major rebel base 
in the Kangari Hills area, central part of the country, 
killing more than 35 rebels, it was learned with local 
journalists today. 


Arms, including rocket launchers as well as mortars 
and assault rifles were captured during the operation. It 
was from the base that the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) rebels launched attacks in the region, according 
to military sources. 


"The rebels want to disrupt the holding" of the second 
round of the presidential election slated for 18 March, 
“but we will prevent them from doing so," a commander 
of the Sierra Leonean Army has assured. (passage 
omitted] 


According to a military communique broadcast today, 
the Army as well as Nigerian and Guinean contingents 
are mopping up the Makeni region not far from the 
Kangari Hills. 


The highway linking Lunsar to Makeni in the central 
part of the country is now open to traffic, and military 
patrols are enforcing security. Over the past four days, 
the rebels had been firing at civilian vehicles using the 
highway, and as a result, more than 40 people had been 
killed in the locality of Kamasundu near Makeni. Four 
villages were also attacked yesterday, and | 1 inhabitants 
were killed, while 12 others were kidnapped. 


Colonel Komba Mondeh, the chief of staff of the Sierra 
Leonean Army, and six officers were at Makeni today 
to supervise the operations launched against the rebcis. 
According to Freetown, the recent attacks were carried 
out by some groups which defected from the RUF. 


[passage omitted] 
Sterra Leone: Dissident Group Leader Discusses 
Spit From RUF 


AB0803 183096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 8 Mar 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Just as Sierra Leone has 
been holding elections, although much disrupted by 
insecurity, and the RUF [Revolutionary United Front] 
rebels of Foday Sankoh have been having their first 
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the RUF. How many people 
the RUF with you into this 
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here in Accra and we have other representatives in 
Guinea, Liberia, and in Preetown, and even within the 


(Hazely) Right, so, it is just 14 members you have been 
able to take away from the RUF with you? 


(Sankoh] These are the executive members but we have 
more members. We are on a membership drive. We are 


on a membership drive. 
(Hazely) When you say foreign adventurers have infil- 


{Hazely) How has the International Alert interfered with 
the RUF? 


[Sankoh) Now, they contro! Foday Sankoh. They will 


They would say: RUF don't 
talk to this man. would say, RUF don’t talk to 


International Alert that the government of Bio and the 
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(Hazely] No, but you know, you say you have parted 
with the RUF. How is the RUF run exactly, in your 
view whilst you were there? What sort of organization 
is it? 


(Sankoh) Well, | believe... 
(Hazely, interrupting) How strong is the RUF? 


{Sankoh] Well, in terms of military, they are strong, 
because the boys, the combatants, they are strong. They 
are decided to fight to free the country — to fight for 
their freedom. But the problem here is: There is a system 
of dictatorship within the RUF, a system wherein Foday 
Sankoh is the goalkeeper; he is the center forward; he 
is the referee; he is the linesman; he is the everything. 
Nobody can give opinion. 


(Hazely) Now, from what you know of how the RUF 
operates, do you think they will ever be able to win the 
war in Sierra Leone or do they have to talk peace? 


(Sankoh} At long, they have to talk peace with the 
coming civilian-elected democratic government. They 
have to talk peace... 


(Hazely, interrupting) Now, okay, hold on a minute; 
hold on, yourself. 1 want to know about your league, 
your that you have formed. What sort oi an 
organization is it? Is it a military organization or is it a 


political organization? 


{Sankoh} It is not a military organization. It is a 
democratic, peaceful, and political organization. Party 
for peace, democracy, and liberty in Sierra Leone. 


(Hazely) How are you going to do that? How are you 
going to do that? You know, how are you going to do 
that from Ghana instead of doing it in Sierra Leone? 


[Sankoh] Yes, Josephine, that is, we have given our 
support to the democratic process. In fact, today, we 
have just sent a letter to Dr. John Karefa Smart and 
Ahmed Jankaba, urging them to sit down and try to 
form a coalition government to avoid going a second 
round, because going for a second round is waste and 
it will be disastrous to our people. 


(Hazely) So, Mr. Sankoh, Alimamy Sankoh, will you be 
ready to go to Freetown now and help in this democratic 
debate and coalition government if you were asked” 


{Sankoh) If I am asked, I am ready to work with the 
Civilian democratic-elected government to see that peace 
comes to that country. [end recording) 
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